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Abstract: This study examines the transformation of female ghosts into immortals in records of anomalies
(FEB&/INUL; zhiguai xiaoshuo) from the Wei, Jin, and Northern and Southern Dynasties era (220-589 CE),
focusing on three representative works: In Search of the Supernatural (###1ic; Soushen ji), Garden of
Marvels (5#%6; Yiyuan), and Forgotten Tales (IR 5ig; Shuyi ji). The research examines cultural context,
symbolic meaning, and concepts related to female status, justice, and the meaning of life in society. The
goal is to understand how vengeful female ghosts become immortals and what this process reveals about
sociocultural and religious beliefs of the time.

Results were that the female ghosts typically undergo a four-stage process: 1) unjust death and
deep resentment; 2) return as vengeful, justice-seeking spirit; 3) religious or belief system influence; and
4) transcend by spiritual cultivation. These stories reflect patriarchal society injustices while exemplifying
reversals of fate through Daoist self-cultivation or supernatural empowerment. These metamorphoses
reflect female social roles, implying that the human and spirit realms are interconnected and permeable.
These findings contribute to comprehending ancient Chinese sociocultural through perspectives

potentially causing reevaluation of fate, morality, and transcendence in contemporary society.

Keywords: Wei, Jin, and Northern-Southern Dynasties; Zhiguai tales; Vengeful Female Ghosts Attaining

Immortality; Cultural Integration; Social Transformation
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