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Abstract: This qualitative research aims to: (1) investigate the symbolic meanings and roles of Guan Yu
tattoos in the context of Phuket; (2) analyze the tattoos as tools for expressing personal identity, belief,
and values; and (3) examine social perceptions and symbolic interactions that influence the interpretation
of such tattoos. The study adopts Symbolic Communication and Symbolic Interactionism frameworks
proposed by Mead and Blumer. Fieldwork was conducted in Phuket Province through in-depth interviews
with 10 informants and participant observation in cultural and religious spaces. Data were analyzed using
content analysis and thematic analysis based on Braun and Clarke’s approach. The findings reveal that
(1) Guan Yu tattoos reflect moral identity such as courage, loyalty, and integrity; (2) they serve as spiritual
expressions rooted in Chinese-Thai family traditions; and (3) their meanings are negotiated through social
perception—ranging from admiration to stigma and adaptation. This research conceptualizes tattoos as

a “cultural space on the body” shaped by identity, belief, and the social gaze.

Keywords: Guan Yu tattoo; identity; belief; symbolic communication; symbolic interactionism
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