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Abstract: This study, through questionnaire surveys and interviews with Chinese department students at
University N in Thailand, confirms the existence of a unique error phenomenon within the classification
system of Chinese idiom errors. This phenomenon—systematic adherence to obsolete meanings caused
by the diachronic semantic evolution of idioms and the delayed updating of second-language learners’ input
sources—cannot be adequately explained by existing frameworks. Consequently, this paper proposes and
defines the concept of “semantic-change error” (%), systematically categorizes the phenomenon,

and suggests resolution strategies.

Keywords: Chinese idioms; error analysis; semantic-change error (% fii%); Chinese language teaching in
Thailand
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