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A COMPARATIVE STUDY ON METAPHORICAL TERMS OF
BUDDHIST CHINESE IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS AND THAI
IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS WITH SIMILAR MEANINGS
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Abstract
Buddhism was introduced into China in the Dong Han Dynasty and had a
great influence on Chinese culture, tradition, thoughts and lifestyle. It has
syncretized with the local elements and become an important part of Chinese

Uit 8 atiuil 2 nwsdingy 2558 37



CREF NG RE LS

language, especially Chinese vocabulary. With the wide spread and translation
of Buddhism in China, and the combination of Sanskrit and Chinese culture,
Buddhism’s influence helps to inspire new Chinese idiomatic expressions
which were found in the Chinese word list for over a millennium. These
idiomatic expressions play a significant role in Chinese language as well as
culture. They have been widely used in various Chinese literary works and
conversation for everyday life.

The article aims to do a comparative study of Chinese idiomatic
expressions which have been influenced by Buddhism and Thai idiomatic
expressions, which related or unrelated to Buddhism, analyzing the ways of
comparison on metaphorical terms in Chinese and Thai idiomatic expressions.

The study reveals that there are both differences and similarities in such
metaphorical terms in Chinese and Thai idiomatic expressions. The
comparison showed that Chinese idiomatic expressions influenced by
Buddhism and Thai idiomatic expressions could be divided into 3 distinct
categories. “zhiya” (Simile), “yinya” (Metaphor), and “jieyo” (a kind of
Metaphorical concept). Moreover, Buddhist Chinese idiomatic expressions also
reflect the influence of Buddhism on various aspects by using the ways of
comparison on metaphorical terms.

Keywords: Buddhism; Rhetoric, simile; metaphor; types; Chinese and Thal
idiomatic expressions, comparative study
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