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A Perfect Combination—
Comments on Feng zikai’s essays and pictures
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ABSTRACT

Feng Zikai was an artist who did an excellent job of combining literature
and cartoons in his works, which are rarely seen in modern art histories of
China. When reading his works, the cartoons explained his essays, and the
essays served as references for the cartoons. This is what was called the
“acculturation of paintings and literature,” “intercommunication between
paintings and literature,” and “compensation of paintings and literature.”

The aim of this study is to explore the aesthetics of the paintings in Feng
Zikai’s essays. In this study, theories of literature, painting, aesthetics and so
on are used to explore how Feng Zikai was trained to be a painter and how

exactly his paintings influenced his essays. From this point, we further discuss
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the intertexuality between essays and paintings in his works. However, the
aesthetics presented in his essays are not as intuitive as it is in paintings since
the media of literature and paintings are different. This study first explores the
motivations and purposes that promoted Feng Zikai to insist on working in
different fields in an interdisciplinary approach. Second, by analyzing how the
essays and cartoons are “acculturated,” how they “intercommunicate,” and
how they “compensate,” for the shortcomings of the other, the aesthetics in
paintings and literature can be distinguished. This study not only helps us to
understand the essence of two kinds of aesthetics, paintings and literature,
but also interprets the aesthetics in Fen Zikai's essays.

KeyWords:  intercommunication, acculturation, compensation.
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