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Abstract

In the history of Chinese modern literature there are many masters and
extraordinary works. Some of the works have become classics. After the
founding of new China, a lot of these classics were adapted for screen. But
the situation and process of these adaptations were very complicated. Be-
cause literature and visual art are two different forms of art, and under the
influence of different eras’ aesthetic taste, the politic winds, culture, mass
culture and so on, these movies and TV dramas which were adapted from
Chinese modern literature classics, have presented so many difference when
compare with these classics, not only the figures and characterization but also
narrative plot and environment, these differences caused widespread and long
term controversy. Beside literary and artistic value, modern works were made
classics by political intervention, elitist and public acceptance. The adaption
of these classics also shows the conflicts of these three powers in different
times, from selective royalty to the origins to deviate from the origins, and at
last deconstruct the origins. As a comprehensive and influential art, films and
TV dramas that adapted from classics can even guide social thought and
public opinions. In China’s modern adaptation history, adapt a classic work of
literature won’t guarantee the movie or TV drama become a classic too, and
right now the modern literary classics were alienated. By reflect these
adaptations, show us that there are three kind of entanglement: privatization
and publicity;the elite culture and mass culture; ideology and commercialization.
We should advocate a halance between these three groups of entanglement
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based on an artistic standard, thus make the adaption more reasonable and
valuable.

Keywords:  Chinese modern literature; Classic works; Film and TV series;
Adaption
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