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Cultural Industries in Rural China

:Case Studies of Zhouzhuang and Dayan Lijiang
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Abstract:This research paper focuses on the present status and development
of cultural industrialization in rural China. The research explores the
repercussion of the state-led cultural industries on rural China including the
resurrection and invention of traditions and the production of cultural
commodities. Moreover, the whole process has brought unprecedented
cultural and socio-economic transformation to rural China. The project has
three major objectives: 1) to study the construction and management of
cultural industries in rural China; 2) to study the impact of the cultural
industries on China’s rural and agricultural sector; and 3) to assess how the
transformations can be used as some lessons for Thailand. The documentary
research is framed by the major literature in Chinese. It is a case study

focusing on twoareas: Zhouzhuang, Jiangsu and Dayan Lijiang, Yunnan.
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Findings can be concluded that the success and failure of cultural
industries in rural China are related to the following conditions : 1) role and
efficiency of the state; 2) local context and its cultural heritage; 3) forces of
globalization and the roles of international organizations; 4) innovations in
cultural heritage management; 5) practices resulting from accumulative
research and knowledge. Moreover, we also needed awareness of limitations
and repercussions of cultural industries in rural areas. Nowadays, cultural
industries became both ‘idea’ and ‘cultural phenomena’ which are so
dynamic and diversified. Thus, further studies are needed; especially in long-
term ethnographic fieldworks and cross-cultural studies.

Key Words: rural China; cultural industries; development; Thailand;
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"UNESCO. 1982. Cultural Industries: A challenge for the future of culture. Paris: The United Nations.
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