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Abstract : This research aims to study and analyze the main three issues in
the Chinese Folklore “The Story of Afanti”, including the motifs illustrated in
“The Story of Afanti”, the twist meaning techniques used in “The Story of
Afanti” as a satirical trickster tales, and the social significance reflected in “The
Story of Afanti”.

According to the results of this research, firstly, there are seven motifs
found in “The Story of Afanti”, i.e. literal interpretations, tricks, unbelievable
performance, uncleanliness and sex, deception into giving false credits, test of
cleverness or ability, and persons and society. Secondly, there are five twist
meaning techniques that are used to present “The Story of Afanti”, ie.
punning technique, reasoning technique, the technique to suggest doing
something that cannot be done, tricking technique by means of planning and
the technique of inserting moral perceptive. Finally, regarding the social
significance reflected through “The Story of Afanti”, a satirical trickster tales, it
is found that the opponent pairs in the tale are usually the powerful people
in the society such as emperors, priests and local influential persons. To
relieve the pressure from the relationship of unequal power in this society,
“The Story of Afanti” illustrates these people as “the fools”, which is
impossible in reality.

Keywords : The Story of Afanti, satirical trickster tale, Chinese folklore
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