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The Image of an Iron House in “A Call to Arms” and

“Wanderings”
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Abstract:“A Call to Arms” and “Wanderings”are representative works of the
May 4" movement of 1919 written by Lu Xun. They have also been listed
among compulsory reading books for students. Most of Lu Xun’s works aim at
remoulding Chinese national character, with the ideology of anti-feudalism as
their main themes.The image of an iron house appearing in several short
stories, for instance “A Call to Arms” and “Wanderings”, explicitly reveals the
desire of the writer and reflects his attitude and introspection. In the stories,
some characters’ minds seemed to be in the state of deep sleep and trapped
within a locked iron house. Those who were awaken managed to escape
whereas those who were not would be dead. Furthermore, places’ names in
the stories that were carefully created could well be look at as the image of
the iron house.
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