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Zheng He’s Image in Chinese History
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Abstract: Zheng He’s image in Chinese history has changed along with socio-
political context of each epoch. Under Confucian order in the pre-Opium War
era, Zheng He’s maritime voyages were perceived as the Ming emperors’
extravagance. However, in the so-called “Century of Humiliation” (1842-1949
AD), his voyages were hailed as a symbol of China’s past glory. Later, since
the institution of economic reform in 1978, Zheng He’s voyages have become
a symbol of friendship and mutual interests between China and international
society.
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