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Abstract: This research aims to study about the connotation of “yi” which
means “number one” in modern Chinese. The analytical results showed that
“yi” thus not only convey basic or original meaning as the number one but
also linguistic connotations. Especially, when “yi” uses as morpheme together
with other morpheme for forming compound words and idioms, it would
have a lot of meaning. It can be communicated to the number one and these
connotations which give an expression of sentiment of the Chinese people
towards the number one. When the people who learn Chinese have studied
these connotations, the use of Chinese would be improved.

Keywords: number one, yi; connotation; non-numeral meaning
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