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ABSTRACT: The objective of this investigation was to examine the process of
semantic change of Chaozhou loanwords in Thai and the effects of the
change on lexical domains. The concept of semantic change and semantic
field were used as the theoretical framework. The data were collected from
Chaozhou loanwords in the Royal Institute Dictionary B.E. 2542. The words
were then verified by the native speakers and an interpreter for their
pronunciations and meanings. The data were analyzed for their semantic

change process and their changed semantic domains were classified. It is
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found that there are three types of semantic change about the loanwords:
semantic shift, semantic narrowing and semantic widening. For shifting, the
meanings have been shifted to other domains, to the same domains and to
other and the same domains. Regarding narrowing, the meanings have been
narrowed within the same domains. From the informants, the domains
include those about individuals and things, but about consumer goods in the
dictionary. As for widening, the meanings have been widened to other
domains, to the same domains, and to other and the same domains. The
lexical items with semantic widening are mostly action verbs. The findings
indicate that Chaozhou loanwords were adapted to the Thai lifestyles,
particularly lexical items about actions, individuals, things and consumer
entities.

Keywords Semantic change; Semantic field; Loan word; Chaozhou Chinese

language; Thai language
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