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The Legends of "Chinese King's Daughter" in Siam
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Abstract: Several Siamese legends about China recounted stories about
Chinese kings who sent their daughters to marry kings of Siam such as the
story of King Sai Nam Pheung and Phra Nang Soi Dok Mak or the story of Phra
Ruang and Phra Nang Wisut Thewi. Despite the inaccurate chronology of the
events, these legends reflected a harmonious relationship between China and
Siam during the nation building period. Even though those legends may not
have been true, their existence was important in the sense that they could
reveal typical the worldview, which valued the close tie between Thai and
Chinese dynasties, praising the glory of the Thai kings and emphasizing their
superiority over regional contemporaries.

Keywords: China King's daughter ; Siam ; Old legend ; Marriage
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