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The Dilemma and Meaning of Existence and Death

—Deciphering To Live a Novel by Yu Hua
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Abstract:  Yu Hua is a representative of the Chinese pioneer writers. Because
of his unique life experience, most of his works focus on the subject of death
and existence.  This paper shows how Yu Hua tells the story of Fugui’s
enthusiasm for life after his misfortunes, explores the importance of life and
the nature of being , by emphasizing the mysterious deliberation, the strike on
human consciousness and the exploration of life during the process of
character’s continually changing fates. In this novel, he also provokes readers
to think hard about existence under the canopy of death.

Key words:  Yu Hua; To Live; existence and death; meaning of existence
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