TRHHETTHATEL A AW B A R R AN R

F B /D> B R i 1 B R = 7 ST A

Totemism of the Chinese Ethnic Groups
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Abstract:

Totemism, next to animism, is the oldest belief of the ancient
people. A certain totemic thing is considered a symbol, a guardian
god, and most importantly, an ancestor of one’s clan. Many ethnic
groups in China also have totemism of their own, which includes
totemic symbols, totemic rituals, and totemic taboo, for instance. The
study of totemism not only allows us to understand the backgrounds
of folk beliefs, but is also beneficial to the development of folklore

sources and the study of the origins of ethnic groups.
Keywords: totem, totemism, ethnic groups, clan, ancestors
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