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The Women's Admonitions:

Female Didactic Literature under the influence of Confucian Culture
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Thailand
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Abstract: This article attempts to study “The Women's Admonitions”, which it is a female early didactic
literature of China. It was authored by Ban Zhao, a Chinese woman scholar who encouraged women to
get an education as well as men; in the meantime, she strictly abode by the philosophy of Confucius.
Therefor, The Women's Admonitions is implicitly composed of Confucian culture. The study found that
The Women's Admonitions present about Individual philosophy, social philosophy, moral philosophy and
educational philosophy of Confudianism. The Author use many persuasive strategies to attain the
credibility of this didactic literature. Because the content of The Women's Admonitions is too little, the
explanation is incomprehensible. Then the next generation of Chinese female scholars tried to write the
better one and more comprehensive Chinese female didactic iteratures. Furthermore, many of them are
also under the influence of Confucian culture. Nowadays Chinese people are think that The Women's
Admonitions is one of the reason that why Chinese female right was depressed and lived by the rules
under sexual oppression for a long time, as this belief, it was an obstacle of national development. In
another way, female didactic literatures has helped the Chinese society to maintain the peace since
ancient times.

Keyword: The Women's Admonitions; Four Book for Women; Chinese female didactic literatures;

Confucian Culture
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