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Semiotics of Masculinity in Male Cosmetics
Advertisements in China
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Abstract

This article aims to study male cosmetics advertisements in China from a
perspective of semiotics study. We selected samples from an online shopping
website and analyze and categorize them by using semiology. We found that
the advertisements have attempts to use signs of masculinity according to the
modern gender role’s representation. The advertisements intend to
differentiate male signs from female cosmetics’ signs in order to construct a
new ideology of masculinity that men can use cosmetics without worries from
being girlish. As a result, cosmetics become one of men’s necessities

unconsciously.

Keywords: masculinity; Chinese advertisements; semiotics
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! Claire Harrison (2003): Hidden behind the glossy images of handsome faces and toned, muscular bodies--
enabled, as advertisements suggest, by grooming aids -- are an increasing number of adolescent males and
grown men with body image dissatisfactions and dysfunction such as BDD

? meyaun uim, auge fudiny, sesswisindenquiiesegaansniadiesiudeasiinen. ngamme Faudiy
i niiud. 2553.

Uit 9 atiudl 1 ymsdnsw 2559 165



PREFTHIFHAREE

1aNA1381984

Ry Uiy, 2552, mMsAeseiide: wudAauazvalie. ngamme:
aiudmian AL,

NIEYAUT WAV, ANEY AUINIY. 2553, B1851TUINLINANNQ U IATEFAENS
msiflasfudaansinun. namme: iaiudwdianiwian.

QI Ui, 2557, Aansuvisdauaz SausssuAne. ngamme:
aiudmian AL,

195 viquesnad. 2539, measgkiomnininauenwvasarudunely
T ndesaant. InendnusUSygrumtnde. pansaluninede.

UNNg Uszna. 2552. sansnes fauanadn. ngunne ; wnaalne.

TNFUE Usgauuy. 2554. Writing of “Otherness” in Luang Vichit Vadakarn’s
Fak Fa Salween. ’Lums‘dizﬂ;ﬁ‘mmiﬂisﬁﬂﬂ%&ﬁ' 49
UINYRBNYATANERNT. 3 NUAITUS - 3 AN 2011, NFUVNLMIUAS.

lygsml WigAulews. 2558, MMUUTEANIVINTILAUNIR N uaz Tausssy 2558
sualiwsuuau nMwn Yausssu msdeasuazsnunaludinuszinu. u
Funsil 27 nangrau w.e. 2558, pr1AnTeluNUsEaA antuidentwuay
TAUSTIUOLTY UNTINREUTINS A1A1EN.

fia¥a sseanus. 2557, Seaddyne ‘a1’ luassunssudlsdFes “van” veg

¥R NBUINA.I5ENTONWIAENS UNINeaeAaUIns, 36(1), 176-203.
slue 29deuL. 2558, UAUSInA: 9andevasiuilesungdesndu. ngaumme:

AsuUSviA.

166 Uil 9 avuil 1 wnsdng 2559



M5853UANYT UM INFBLNYATAENS

LONENSANENDINGE

Kress, Gunther, and Theo van Leeuwen. 2006. Reading images: The grammar
of visual design (2 ed.). London, UK: Routledge.

Claire Harrison. 2003. Visual Social Semiotics: Understanding How Still
Image Make Meaning. Technical Communication. 50:1, 46.

Claire Harrison. 2008. Real men do wear mascara: advertising discourse and
masculine identity. Critical Discourse Studies. 5:1, 55-74.

Wei Feng. 2008. Male Cosmetics Advertisements in Chinese and U.S. Men's
Lifestyle Magazines. Master of Science (MS), Ohio University, Journalism

(Communication).

Vuledntendu

Anonymous. (2012, June 11). &9 B SCAL K <FENI- 5<% Jb R BR.
Retrieved March, 3, 2016, from
http://theory.people.com.cn/GB/49157/18134628.html

Anonymous. (n.d.). AZ. Retrieved March, 3, 2016, from
http://baike.baidu.com/subview/1723/5404358.htm

Uil 9 avuil 1 nmsdng1y 2559 167



6657 MLEUYSIAIL T UNNE 6 N

Ly,
! mm_wﬁ R B R . . ) LREIALL i RHC@@
3@@va$ _mlm_.w.mw s
XET

efouf)

ozt 805 ¥ S0c Sos

c - B 308 5001 wszT (Rt

Yo | AR SR oy | et i | WRNE | g araee | o RE | BRI e
GREE NWAT REET  hon | wowvER | BT 6BE | Bz | 0w R B8R
EYEN | 6 HBE |6 Ay | T A | BT qauon) 2 (o) 1
(@Byou) 6 (uop3d) 8 (Bueguny) 4 (9 (@=HeuDs wobsd) v @9e

MEEMIEErYBIIbLELY T

UeLmnMyLY

ErtdaE Yokl o




6G5Z RLEUYSIAIL T UNNE 6 WD

B . . . . . . @Jn$3G§H —b
A ne
- - - - - - - - M
sy
FY
) JmZ\C\r ) ) ) MeIRpULE W.?P ;—Wﬁm
2% W HE 1
[1{cAF4'S

o

uneg

UM

LIRURLEMLE

)

LRRILA

_..@_LN.
e
P‘@PH

Hulgy

nelhuLeRnmg
H AN

j.mﬁwu
R
LeLn

LIRURLEMLE

s
PDW.?F

BHLILRLE

S

X
ueuanny

S

BLLILERIZURLEALE

B

LN

SURLUEWAUIBBLRLLLIAM LAUYMEELEELE




CREFELHAFREE Y

2. manuanspantfduraImulavuivue

378015 GIIVIAGH] AnaNUAnU YN
1.(Nivea) Wg 47 51 + B \inauanlaliiin
KB A 5 St i
Gid Wi Savey
2. (Inoherb) H B A5 5+ 3L TS asenuaNna iR
RS AIUANANNITY AANISHINE?
&5l nsedugyuuy @Suaugaling
3. (GRRR A JL i ik % B ]
4. (Pechoin) & B+ £k oA muanauiy nszdugyuy
oot It v s HER a$19anna uasiFuA YTy
T ORI FL 100g ~ *
5. (Inoherb) # B A2 B ZE B - L2/ fusswmidulsslominazadnai
I 80g Fam Tufsuarunfosmumuiiy
H
6. (Aupres) FKII3EMR 1 | KEMXZE Wnanudnneu
B HE Wmwansalunsgadu
Xl e , v
W HNANUER LA ALY
A& VibiRamheeuend
7. (Yunifang) fHIVE Y 5 - HE %% faf I fusmFeu iusfuliunig
5 RIR A f S Yvaunalvinnuduuulum
8. (Inoherb) H B A B 4T B K 4f) A 50K AAANUVNBIAGN
£ M apsdnansiivdle HAS WisAun Izl
S =  aw
A 29

170

)

Uit 9 atfudl 1 wnsdnsy 2559





 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   InsertBlanks
        
     Where: after current page
     Number of pages: 1
     Page size: same as page 1
      

        
     D:20160923100205
      

        
     Blanks
     Always
     1
     1
     1
     720
     146
    
     0
     1
     qi3alphabase[QI 3.0/QHI 3.0 alpha]
     1
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     SameAsPage
     AfterCur
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus4
     Quite Imposing Plus 4.0g
     Quite Imposing Plus 4
     1
      

        
     15
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



