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The Tang-Song transformation and paradigms of

Chinese history
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Abstract

This article presents an overview of the Tang-Song Transformation, a
concept proposed by Japanese scholars of Kyoto School who argued that
China underwent a great transformation between Tang and Song dynasties in
cultural, social, political and economic aspects. The article also reviews
Japanese, Chinese and American scholarship related to the Tang-Song
Transformation, so to demonstrate its significance and historical development,

long been crucial to the paradigms of Chinese history.

Keywords: The Tang-Song Transformation; periodization; Kyoto School
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1099u Wuiinawmiedusrrinsordeegiludtuiuunn deundewmnladenaisadie
Tuuasmedds’ tansenenwesuszansanaamilelugnielévinlinieléd
Uszgnnaifintuogenns aunsseiadanissedl 11 aeldfiduiudssnnis

11NNIIAAMTD LHB991NTIUIUUTEINTLRNTUDE1952AL52 vinTsALARNI TR
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oiumefiglfluasiormsdae vldimsfumsssniniauionasaalfazniniu 3) mamioUszaviufvssuni
veonss vilinanavnanisinuasuiauaay  4) naldtinugauauysel nandamanisinuasgauaLysavaINIaTY
nmamiie wu maldugndd Ugnmiswdsslmild silinanumsnssy Aaudanssuiasyfiani wsugia
meldRaasyiadenimeamie snmsdhedemanannnildluaivsnisdds luades visddddidemansde e
#ile sadodedutisgiv fduatuayuliisnuguueihanismeulaenasduguinatsmansughafiddy
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Audnansluiui Twvazdeniuidmansenuselassasimenisifies wu n1su3ms
F1N1IUAYIEUUNTARUFUTI9NS LU (g Hartwell, 1982)
Anulasuulaswedlassaimensdissanmaasaivlnvesnialamiule

&

#n Aemsiasusnnanndrunansingviesiu nandndiewnis mienunsunases
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Nuiiidsrunssrnsmuudy  Junsvuaunisyildduiiesiu (Localization
Hi74E)  wes1unadunans sudugeiiasiiunumdunmmanagnisunases
Fougruna dleswsdesdiefiosnmannty

919na19la31 gsmiaaUssendlduuifnvasiuley laduiunisfiny
UsgiRmanssaanyuuesuse Sieandviesiu (Local history) itevinlugdeagud
upnseanly (Luo 2005: 104) uveswlaasanseuandidglidutinignnig
auBAuiiAnwIUsy Remansss 1wy 1030 loud waztnes Tua (Judu T.0se lewd
(Robert Hymes) gnAuduadlaidsn sndniiad Anwianudsuulasosmudugily
Wewla uunalesdluaivsvidganionazald nuveslsudiuduiazaeny
mnsAsfignsnadiiaue nanie swdsstaduduan Snsaeudiusienis
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wuudant sududAfiiunisaeunansduguundusediin YUTUAQNITUA

U

lagn1sAnvunnIngindmisaseuasy deaugeudnsusIwMsInTy Feuansli

v

WuIutudA T uiinndu uidiuauduriiguuendesuladddn vinld
UsIATUTULATumALaulaanTIvdin wsediunans lug “vissdiu” lagianiy

g addluatiosmsddals sutuilianudfyiunsairausiuasimunviesdu
1wy afelsaleu Yysaeianersu dadenesiidedesiunuies dunumlunms
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geliianudrdylufisvdiiin lusnsfivududilusmdaddazsnuaulaluds
vioadiu (g Hymes 1986)

Unos Tua (Peter Bol) Anwinsiasuuvasfa-geninyuuesmaUsziimans
ity WudmﬁﬂummLﬂﬁauLLUanﬁwﬁmﬁamnﬁ@%umaaé’m%m%aim
(Neo-Confucianism 1) nante Tuasfoswnsdis sudugAuanvnszuuiausss
anysaluuy Jausssusnanussnouiisng day emenduseriuin dadumig
vsfUnasoatuinsnssiuazsivddn nandndenis aulusivisddauiadn
Jnsnsshuazsvdriniisunanavinlunssuiinveusonmuaiwaz Sausssy winlaid
swdiniiduuds faussaufazooune deufiarlisedou windsnaifntuvesdns
vedolmiluaionuisdss anuAnvesiauiitiroamusssuiaduasuldoniduily
welvimnudAyiunateuen wu s1vdtn nsnssd ndunndnielu @ tum inward
W) nanfe  JawssandudeideddinduuazufoRdenuiesituniansgyitly
FAnUszariu mnFeuisuiuseediug aulusvsddaarlildidelusiung
WaviniFosrnuiuRnveude Tausssuvesinanssikazvdin udazitiluiFos
msfnekaziianudilatuiseatadaveeiowazudeulssianaiag dae
pueannt fserudsuutasmetamsssulugasluduiieainlivutugFly

adesvsdgalinnuanlaturiesdiuninnitsvdin (@ Bol 1992)
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Aoy (Qian Mu #82) (1994: 203-204) lauusemarionsseifmansoondu
amgn gauTnAealiyTTAdu-du yafiaesAoaosveddu-ds uasyaaufeads
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anudutiaanldtemiuasusiveoenluauieugnion 1saunssu Aauy snilile
1W3aygamt BunBuEd  (Chen Yinque BREHS) Afanadiululumafeniy
fudeuy nanleeagufe YseTRmanssvisddsaunsouusliduaesgn s199Ads
svezuanderdunisauanvesanndsauduiidunenunaingassasdinield daw
uddszezndadunislednsvlndlidusigeddaduduun lddnezdudiu
n3iles iAsugha dnu maemauMsAnYILaL TasTsY (Wang 1998: 44-46) gl

o
16 &
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= a

wszamedlunsulsgaalionase Smansvesiagiuign Susuuuy “auluues
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JuuilivszRmandog funnidudunuuresmuemisUse famansiu (Luo 2007)
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(=3
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\ 9 =
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[

fueandnsseudns Toun wdes 13y wazdu JwansiiuiaszRmansnissied
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a a o ' v &, I3 a =
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N = a « & a a ) Loy, A a a p=|
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' N
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(Transformation 25 #) n151UAsULUA9-93 (The Tang-Song transformation & K

25#)  wartiana aUasuntasnndslusa (The Tang-Song  transformation

)
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fan Liu 2006: 145
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