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Kong Tek in the Royal Court of Thailand: The Principle of Gratitude

Surasit Amornwanitsak
Chinese Section, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University, Bangkok, 10200, Thailand

E-mail: noom2517@yahoo.com

Abstract

Kong Tek is a Mahayana Buddhist funeral ritual, conducted by priests in
several Buddhist countries such as China and Vietnam. Devotees and
deceased’s relatives believe the main objective of this ritual is to make merit
for the dead and to help the spirits to ascend to heaven. Kong Tek ritual first
appeared in the royal court of Siam (Thailand) in the reign of King Rama IV and
became a part of royal funeral ritual, especially funerals for kings and high-
rank royal family members.

The study shows the details of this ritual have been adjusted according
to the passage of time for instance number of participants, length and
frequency of ritual. But the key thing that never changes is the palace has
given the opportunity to Chinese and Chinese-Thai businessmen to express

their loyalty by co-hosting the ritual.

Keywords: Kong Tek; Royal Court of Thailand; Gratitude; Mahayana Buddhist
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