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A Study on Acquisition of Meaning in Chinese Pictophonetic
Characters (Xingshengzi) by Thai University Students

Puwakorn Chatbumrungsuk
Chinese Section, Department of Thai and Oriental Languages, Faculty of Humanities,
Srinakharinwirot University, Bangkok, 10110, Thailand
E-mail: popup3003@gmail.com

Abstract

This research is aimed to study the strategies and development in learning the
meaning of Chinese pictophonetic characters by Chinese major university students in order
to propose a method to help improve the learning of Chinese pictophonetic characters by
Chinese major students and making the teaching of Chinese pictophonetic characters more
effective. The participants were 123 first to third year students from five universities who
study Chinese a major. The data were collected using a questionnaire. The result was used
to classify students’ acquisition levels and was analyzed using both descriptive and
statistical analysis.

The research findings are as follows.

1. Strategies in learning the meaning of pictophonetic characters by Chinese major
students can be divided into four acquisition levels from high to low: direct inference from
the semantic indicator, analogy with similar-looking characters or semantically related
words, inference from the phonetic indicator, and random guess. 2. Chinese language
proficiency has an influence on the acquisition of meaning of Chinese pictophonetic
characters.  Learning of high proficient students tends to be more systematic and

)
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organized. 3. The meaning acquisition proceeded at a slow rate. In the first year, the
meaning acquisition was not systematic, the students can not use clues from semantic
indicator to recognize character meaning. In the second year, the meaning acquisition
entered a more systemized stage, the students can begin to distinguish semantic indicator
from pictophonetic characters. In the third year, the meaning acquisition remained in the
same stage and was not moved towards the mastery level.

Keywords: Acquisition of Chinese character’s meaning; Chinese Pictophonetic characters;

Chinese major university students
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