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The Image of Cao Cao in Chinese Culture

Kanokporn Numtong
Chinese Section, Department of Eastern Languages, Faculty of Humannities,
Kasetsart University, 10900, Thailand

Email: wugiong_th@yahoo.com

Abstract: Cao Cao is an outstanding militarist governor and poet of the late
Eastern Han Dynasty. Cao Cao’s image changes periodically. For Chinese
people in general, he is the most corrupt leader in the Chinese history. After
the formal establishment of the People's Republic of China, there occurred
the “reversal of the verdict on Cao Cao”, which has brought about many
debatable issues in terms of literature theories and historical facts. However,
although Cao Cao has innumerable benefactions for his country in the past,
his “villain” image in the Chinese historical culture is a reasonable point, thus
making it unnecessary to reverse the verdict or recreate his image in the

Chinese culture.

Keywords: Cao Cao; Image; Three Kingdoms Era; villain
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