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An Analysis on Hu Shi’s Literary Discourse
Ratchakrit Wongwilas
M.A. Candidate in Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature Major,
Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433, P.R.China.
Email: ratchakritcu78@gmail.com
Abstract: This paper aims to discuss on Hu Shi’s literary discourses—*“living
literature”, “dead literature” and “national language” — which were
mentioned frequently in his articles, by investigating on his articles about
literature—A Preliminary Discussion of Literature Reform, Constructive Literary
Revolution and Chinese Literatures in These Fifty Years. These 3 literary
discourses of Hu Shi finally could be developed as the ideologies of the state.
As the result of the study, developing personal discourses to the ideologies of
the state, needs to struggle for a space for defining, so that able to establish
some values into people’s mind, and finally can be accepted as “the truth”.
Thus, it is constructed from the intention of some groups of people, which
possess the power to define, rather than naturally occur. Hu Shi’s literary
discourses, as well, were constructed along with the context of early 20th
century Chinese society, which language reformation was needed for building

an independent nation state.

Keywords: Hu Shi; literary discourse; living literature; dead literature; national language
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