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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to gather of Thai travelers’ writings to the People’s Republic of
China after the opening of the diplomatic relations since 1975 to the present. In order to study the
relationship between Thai and Chinese contexts that affects Thai travelers, 12 travel writings and one
television program are collected. Moreover, to analyze source of the stories found in the records,
the principles of narrative applied from the criteria of literary analysis of John Cawelti (1971 cited
in Viriya Vitoonsalidsilp, 2005) is used. To study the perception of latent identities in travel writings,
this article is presented in the perspective of the “storyline”. “Story Plot” in particular and analyze
the perception and theories of theoretical identification (encoding and decoding) of Stuart McPhill
Hall (1977), applied to interpret the finding of travel writings. In speaking, author of each era, visiting
to the People’s Republic of China in different period of time, may have different perceptions and
perspectives due to culture changes. By scheduling of writings, would help to analyze data found in
writings. For the purpose of this article that is to categories historical writings, especially Thai journeys
to China visit since the opening of the diplomatic relations to the present. The emphasis content is
on content analysis, composition and narrative, in order to study the perception of Thai affected by
Chinese culture, history, economy and living with analyzing Chinese identity perception. This would
be a differentiation in different period of time. This article intends to present the storyline source of

the story. Perhaps this is a core issue in understanding and development.

Keywords: travel writings, identity, element of the narrative (story plot), People’s Republic of China,

Thai travelers
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