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Collection and Analysis for Thai Subject Headings of Local Esan Culture
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Abstract

The objective of this research is to collect, analyze, and create Thai subject headings database on local Esan
culture. The researcher has collected local Esan culture vocabulary from 35 encyclopedias and checked the
vocabulary with three subject heading manuals on Thai standard headings and the online database bibliography
(OPAC) from three libraries. The results found that 1,662 terms (74.30%) come from Thai culture encyclopedias on
Esan, and 575 terms (25.70%) from nature and tourism encyclopedias on Esan. Regarding the nature of subject
headings, 1,424 terms (63.63%) are proper nouns, and 813 terms (36.34%) are common nouns. As for the subject
headings, 597 items (26.69%) are names of places, and 290 (12.96%) are names of corporate entities. Some of the
terms (8.99%) appear in the subject heading standard list (fourth edition, 2004) of the working group analyzing the
information resources of the higher education libraries. The words defined as subject headings in OPAC are used
mostly by Office of Academic Services of Mahasarakham University, Khon Kaen University, and National Library,

respectively. Almost a quarter of the subject headings (545 words, 24.36%) involve cultural places, and 378 words
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(16.90%) are about landscape and tourism. Regarding the types of words used, 1,467 words (65.58%) are single-word

nouns, and 301 (13.46%) are compound nouns. The subject headings with annotations are 228 words (10.19%). This

is close in number to the subject headings written in phrases or groups of words which are 225 (10.06%).

Keywords: subject headings, subject analysis, subject headings of local Esan culture
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