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Abstract

The views of the most notable Chinese Neo-Confucian philosopher, Wang Yangming during
the Ming dynasty, along with the Cheng Brothers, Zhu xi, and Lu Jiuyuan from the Song dynasty,
are regarded as the most conventional philosophies of Confucianism. This paper hereby focuses on
the Philosophy of Life from the view of Wang Yangming. Essentially, the thinking of Wang Yangming
instigated a rejection of the thought of the orthodox idealistic philosophy of the Cheng-Zhu School.
Therefore the concentration of this paper will be the comparison of the similarities and differences
of the goal of life, and the method of life of these two Neo-Confucian philosophers. The paper ana-
lyzed the value of life from the viewpoint of Wang Yangming for contemporary society. This paper
found that the thoughts of Wang Yangming are the highest in the development in the Confucian his-

tory, but his thoughts had a problem. Wang Yangming did not allude to the source of innate knowing
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nor did he reveal that the innate knowing in everyone is not always complete. Hence, this problem

has therefore become the important topic in Wang Studies. Learning the philosophy of life lets us

realize the basic overview of the philosophy of Wang Yangming, and allows us to witness the com-

prehensive and profound development of Ming Neo-Confucian.

Keywords: Wang Yangming, School of Mind, Philosophy of Life
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