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Introduction

The Tragedy of Macbeth is one of
William Shakespeare’s most famous plays. It
was first performed in 1606 and takes place in
medieval Scotland. The story explores themes
such as ambition, power, guilt, and fate. The main
character, Macbeth, is a brave warrior who makes
bad choices because of his desire for power.
The play shows how his ambition leads to his
downfall. This review will look at the important
ideas in the play and also explain how they can

be connected to modern business ethics.
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Objectives

The main goal of this review is to examine
the themes of ambition, power, and guilt in
The Tragedy of Macbeth and connect them to
business ethics today. By looking at the key events
in each act of the play, we can understand how
leaders face ethical decisions, just like Macbeth
did. The review will compare Macbeth’s choices
to situations in modern businesses, such as when
leaders face temptations or challenges to their
values. By the end of this review, we hope to
understand how the lessons from the play can
be applied to ethical leadership and responsible

business practices today.

Key Points of the Play

Act 1: The Temptation of Power

In the first act, Macbeth meets three
witches who tell him that he will become the
King of Scotland. This prediction makes Macbeth
very ambitious. His wife, Lady Macbeth, pushes
him to act on this desire and kill the current king,

Duncan.

Act 2: The Descent into Guilt

After Macbeth murders King Duncan and
becomes king, he is filled with guilt. He starts to
feel paranoid, thinking everyone around him is a
threat. Lady Macbeth, who had been strong and

confident, also begins to feel the effects of the
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murder and becomes emotionally unstable.

Act 3: The Corruption of Power

Now that Macbeth is king, he becomes
obsessed with holding onto power. He orders
more killings, including that of his friend Banquo,
who he thinks might take the throne. These
actions isolate him, making him more fearful and

paranoid.

Act 4: The Consequences of Unethical
Actions

Macbeth’s actions show his complete
moral collapse. He orders the murder of
Macduff’s family, and Lady Macbeth suffers from
madness because of the bloodshed she caused.
By this time, Macbeth is viewed as a cruel and

oppressive ruler.

Act 5: The Fall of Macbeth

In the final act, Macbeth must face the
consequences of his actions. A group led by
Macduff and Malcolm, Duncan’s son, attacks
Macbeth. In the end, Macbeth dies because of
the choices he made, and Scotland returns to

order.

Reflecting Value on Business Ethics

Each chapter of Macbeth provides critical
lessons for modern leaders:

« Ambition vs. Ethical Leadership: It is
natural to have ambition, but it should always
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be controlled by ethical values. Macbeth’s
unchecked ambition leads to disaster, just like in
business, where leaders who ignore ethics often
cause harm to their companies.

« Guilt and Accountability: Macbeth’s guilt
shows how important it is to be accountable for
your actions. In business, when leaders make
unethical decisions, their guilt or fear of getting
caught can lead to poor choices that hurt the
organization.

« Power and Responsibility: The play
teaches that power must be used carefully and
responsibly. When leaders abuse their power for
personal gain, it often leads to disaster.

» The Cost of Unethical Actions: Macbeth’s
downfall shows the long-term consequences
of unethical behaviour. In business, unethical
practices may lead to short-term success, but
they can result in a loss of trust and, eventually,

failure.

Conclusion

William Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of
Macbeth is a powerful lesson on the dangers of
unchecked ambition and unethical behaviour.
The play reminds us that while immoral actions
may bring short-term success, they often lead to
ruin in the long run. Macbeth’s story teaches us
the importance of integrity, accountability, and
responsible leadership, lessons that are just as
important in today’s business world as they were
in the play’s time.
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