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The Development of Vocational Curriculum for Business Computer According to

Employers Need by Using Backward Design
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Abstract

This mixed method research was to develop a high vocational curriculum in business computer according to
employer needs by using Backward Design. The samples consisted of two hundred and sixteen directors in vocational
colleges which provide business computer, one thousand and eighty supervisors in companies and nine experts. The
research was conducted by documentary data study, questionnaires and in depth interviews. The results of the

research revealed that the curriculum consisted of visions, principles, goal, the structure of curriculum, contents,
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learning activities, and assessment. This curriculum emphasized 5 domains: virtue and morality, knowledge, skills,
interpersonal skills, numeral skills and communication networks. 80-90 credits were assigned for completion of
study. The general course included at least 22 credits which were divided into foreign languages for 8-12 credits,
mathematics and sciences for 6-12 credits, humanities for 3-9 credits and social science for 3-9 credits. Professional
courses included at least 52 credits which were divided into core course for at least 15 credits, assigned course for at

least 28 credits and elected course for at least 9 credits. A free elective course was at least 6 credits. The assigned

curriculum was at least 120 hours for enriching the students’ competencies. The final curriculum which was

evaluated by 9 experts revealed that it corresponded to Thai qualifications framework, manpower and current

situation.

Keywords: curricular development, according to employer needs, backward design
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