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Abstract

The main objectives of this mixed method research are to examine: (1) the administrative structures and
functions that overlap between the Provincial Administration Organization (PAO) and the Municipality and Sub-
District (Tambon) Administrative Organization (TAQO), (2) the strengths and the weaknesses of the two-tier structure
of local government currently operating in Thailand and (3) an efficient model of a local government structure that

would conform to the principles of a sufficiency economy. The population sampled included 90 local government
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officials and questionnaires and interviews were the tools used. The results showed that the two-tier structure was not

a critical problem. This was because its main purpose is to establish at least two local government organizations that

are separate, but also support each other in providing efficient and thorough public services to the citizens of a

particular province. However, problems emerged because the allocation of responsibilities was unclear. This led to

an overlap between the PAO and the TAO in the same province. The study found that a one —tier local government

structure might be more suitable. To accomplish this, the PAO should be abolished because it enjoyed the lowest

level of public satisfaction, according to the study. In order to improve the administrative functioning of the TAQO’s,

small local government administration units should be integrated into them. They are usually located nearby and have

similarities of social and cultural backgrounds. This would produce optimum efficiency in local government

administrative organizations when confronting particular problems

Keywords: administrative structure, function, provincial administrative organization, philosophy of sufficiency

economy
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