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Abstract

The mixed methods research was to examine (1) administrative conditions and problems of eco-tourism

promotion of the Central Region Group Province, (2) administrative development guidelines of eco-tourism promotion

of the Central Region Group Province, and (3) administrative strategy of eco-tourism promotion of the Central

Region Group Province according to the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy. The population was 3,407 members of

Provincial Chamber of Commerce relevant to tourism in 5 Central Region Group Provinces. The sample size was the

entire population. Field data collection was exercised from August 1-30,2015. 2,802 completed sets of questionnaire,

which equaled to 82.24% of the 3,407 total samples, were returned. Data analysis was presented in contingency

table with descriptive analysis approach. The statistics applied were mean, standard deviation, multiple regression,

and Pearson’s Correlation Coefficient. Moreover, in-depth interviewsof9 experts or key informants, with structured

in-depth interview format, was also applied in order to obtain the qualitative data. The research findings were (1)

the administrative conditions and problems were mainly due to the Central Region Group Province’s lacking of

readiness or well preparedness for preventive maintenance of eco-tourist environment attractions and lacking of an

administrative strategy of eco-tourism promotion according to the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, (2) Pertaining

to the main administrative development guidelines, the Central Region Group Province should provide good

preparations for preventive maintenance of eco-tourist environmental attractions such as adequate application of

modern and appropriate technologies, and (3) the administrative strategies of eco-tourism promotion of the Central

Region Group Province according to the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy should comprise 5 aspects respectively:

application of modern and appropriate technologies, establishment of mainstay in the community extensive public

relations exercises, comprehensive, and thorough development of efficiency and quality of organization and pilot

personnel, and provision of explicit plans within a specific time frame.

Keywords: eco-tourism promotion, the central region group province, the sufficiency economy philosophy
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