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Slow Tourism Market Potential Evaluation for Elderly Tourists in
Upper - North Region of Thailand

Abstract

The objectives of this study were 1) to evaluate the situation and the potential of the Slow Tourism
Market for Elderly Tourists in Upper-North Region of Thailand 2) to explore the ways to develop the Tourism
Market Potential for Elderly Tourists.

Interviews were conducted to collect the data from Thais, foreign tourists and tourism entrepreneurs
to investigate their opinions towards factors affecting their decisions to visit places.

The data were analysed and the result showed that the political factor and Social factor are the key
factors influence the potential of Tourism Market in Upper - North Region of Thailand. Moreover the result
also showed the most respondents’ ages ranged from 60 to 64 years old. They also earned monthly
income from the state pension and didn't have any health problems. Furthermore, the most influential
factor that made the Elderly tourists decided to visit the attractions in Upper - North Region is the beauty
of nature. However, there are some diﬁererjces between Thai and foreigr'tourists, first the foreigners
planned to travel by themselves or their sponsor while Thais planned to travel with their families. Finally,
In terms of source of information, Thais conducted their search by asking their friends or relatives and
' choose the travel on weekends whiles foreigners searched from the internet and prefered to travel.

According to the investigation, the results of the standard assessment of the Slow Tourism Market
for Elderly Tourists in Upper-North Region of Thailand consisted of four aspects, which are the beauty

of nature, cultural life diversity, religions places and legend of history and archeology.
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Guidelines for tourism development to attract Elderly Tourists, there is need to develop the facilities

for tourist such as the participation in Local Cultural activities, health activities, distribution and promotion
which include travel agdencies, advertising, public relations and also encouraging community participation

in management, languages, transportation, tourist information and security assessment for tourists.
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