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Study on The Effective Factors to Maize Cultivation in Hilly Area
A Case Study in Wawee Sub-District, Mae-Sruai District,
Chiang Rai Province
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Abstract

The objective of this project is to study on the factors that effect to the decision making in maize
cultivation and to study on the need of the farmers in crop production selection to replace maize cultivation.
The sample group that used in this research are the maize farmers in Wawee sub-district, Mae-Sruai
district, Chiang Rai province. The total number of farmers in the study area is 500 people. The statistical
analysis tools used in this research are Descriptive Statistics consists of frequency, percentage, average
and Inferential Statistics which is F-Test (One Way Anova).The result of the study shows that the first
factor that effect to the decision making is related to the community that has great influence to the
decision making in maize plantation. Secondly, the factor that related to the area and environment.
Thirdly, the factors related to the production tools, crop yield and cost have influence to the decision
making in middle level and the last factors are related to the labor force, investing budget and government
policy has less influence. It was found that, among the factors listed above, the only factor related to the
labor force has noticeable influence in statistical meaning at level 0f 0.05 and the majority of the farmers
need to plant other crops rather than maize, due to currently the investing cost has become higher
yearly, the cost of the maize yield is not stable in each year and cause money loss continuously for many
years. The crops that the farmers want to plant instead of maizeare tea, rubber and coffee which are
57.00%, 29.00 % and 26.80%, respectively. The results also show that 69.00% of the farmers still need
support from the government for providing seeds. Therefore, in order to prevent illegal logging to forest
area for agriculture activities, the government should define the agricultural area in hilly area which is
allowed for agricultural activities of the local people to cultivate other crops instead of maize. The government

should provide seeds by the need of the farmers, including production technique and marketing.
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