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Impact of Cartoon Series “Barbie” on Primary School Students in Chiang Mai
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Abstract

This research is qualitative research aims: 1) to investigate the content. the meaning and values
of the cartoon series, Barbie 2) to study the impact of the content, the meaning and values in media cartoon
series Barbie on elementary school children 3) to compare the values formed with audience and value
obtained from the meaning of the Barbie cartoon series content analysis. The study has two stages.
The first stage involves a study of the cartoon series, Barbie, launched during 2001-2012 totaling 23
episodes. The narrative and structure are examined to elicit the main concept and values presented in
the series. In the Second stage, the researcher used the main concepts and values elicited from the first
stage to perform in-depth interview with students in the primary school level in Chiang Mai, totaling 20
students. The results revealed that the cartoon series, Barbie, presented both subjective and objective
ideas and values. The most common theme was the decency and courageous, the second was the
kindness to friends, friendship and responsibility. The series deliver the idea for young woman to be
beautiful and have personality and behave befitting a young woman. The in-depth interviews revealed
that children could recognize the above-mentioned between concepts and values, remember and
appreciate these concepts as a good role model to which they might apply. The ideas and values of
tangible beauty, personality and demeanor were delivered to children as well and they were impressed.
But there are differences between concepts and values about beauty body or personality that clearly to
see outside and abstract concepts about goodness or courage. The conclusion is children could recognize
all concepts and values that show in cartoon series content but they choose to present themselves and

tend to mimic behavior that to look alike not to be like Barbie in the cartoon series.
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