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Development of Skills in the 21% Century Learning Assessment of Teachers
Teaching in Early Childhood Level in Lampang Province
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Abstract

The research entitled, “Development of Skills in the 21% Century Learning Assessment of Teachers
Teaching in Early Childhood Level in Lampang Province” had two objectives: 1) to develop early
childhood teachers’ skills in the 21% century learning assessment, and 2) to investigate teachers’ opinion

in concepts of the 21% century learning assessment. The target group consisted of 20 early childhood
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teachers from Anuban Lampang School, Muang Lampang District, Lampang Province in the 2013
academic year. Those teachers were willing to participate in the research project. Instruments used
consisted of: 1) the curriculum on an assessment of developing early childhood teachers’ skills in the 21
century learning assessment; 2) pre-test and post-test used before and after the training session;
3) an assessment form on teachers’ development in constructing the 21% century assessment form;
4) a questionnaire on satisfaction of teachers taking part in the project; and focus group interviews. Descriptive
statistics were used to analyze the data. They involved analysis of frequency, percentage, mean, and
standard deviation. The qualitative data were descriptively analyzed and summarized.

The findings revealed the results of developing early childhood teachers’ skills in the 21% century
learning assessment that 1) When comparing the teachers’ pre-test score with that of their post-test one,
it was found that most of them gained better score after the first training session. Thus, it could be inferred
that after the first training session on skills in the 21% century learning assessment, the target group gained
considerable knowledge and understanding. Moreover, it was also found that after the first training
session, teachers’ skills could be ranked from very low level to that of the higher one though with a very
small number of participants (5.00 percent). However, when supervision, suggestions and the second
session of the workshop were provided for the participants so as to continually fulfill their knowledge, their
skills were developed as a result. At the end of the project, most of the teachers possessed high to very
high level of skills, especially there was 90.00 percent of those whose skills were at a very high level, 2)
As for the study of the early childhood teachers’ opinion on developing early childhood teachers’ skills in
the 21° century learning assessment were satisfied with the workshop to construct an instrument for the
21* century learning assessment at a high level and information from a focus group technique with the
teachers who shared their reflection on various topics, namely: 1) their ideas of learning experience
management and learning assessment before participating in the project that formerly most of them had
some knowledge and understanding in learning experience management and assessment, but most of
them encountered with the problems of constructing a learning assessment form that covered every
aspect and served objectives that needed to be measured; 2) when putting the body of knowledge gained
from participating in the project/practical knowledge into light, it was found that they learned and practiced
learning by doing, also taking part in the workshop to construct an instrument used to assess learning in
the 21* century provided them with the body of knowledge which was applicable for real practice,
especially in measuring and assessing students’ development which should be continually conducted
with one student at a time. Moreover, the assessment for early childhood level should be an authentic one
with various techniques and was suitable for students. It should also be systematic, well-planned with

selective instruments and logs should be kept as an evidence; and 3) when putting a shift in concepts of
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the 21° century learning assessment into light, it was found from a focus group technique that participating
in the project caused teachers to become knowledgeable with better understanding about learning
experience management and assessment, but with different dimensions from the past since: 3.1)
authentically, they possessed knowledge and understanding about the 21% century learning assessment;
3.2) they had better understanding and became confident in constructing an instrument to assess
learning in the early childhood level; 3.3) they had better understanding and became considerably aware
of authentic assessment; and 3.4) there was a change concerning learning experience management and

learning assessment.
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Skills in the 21* Century Learning Assessment, Early Childhood Level
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