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Abstract

Political regime has an influence on the government’s public policy formation and
implementation. Political Scientists and political economists have paid attention in explaining the
relation of political regime and resource redistribution in social welfare policy. After reviewing political
and economic concepts, democratic governments are more likely to allocate budget and resources
to social welfare programs than authoritarian governments. The reason why the democratic governments
allocate budget and human resources is due the large part to the political processes and the
political incentives of democratic regime. In addition, fluctuation in international economy becomes
the factor encouraging the democratic governments to allocate budget and resources to social
welfare programs. However, according to a case study of Thailand, the studies of the relation
between political regime and resource distribution should recognize the role of local governments

which are significant mechanisms in redistributing resources to citizens equally.
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