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A Creative Dance Performance:

Tok Lai Silp Tin Prib Pree
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the history of the method
of paper punching art by artisan Pittaya Silapsorn and to create a
performance to illustrate the art of punching pattern of Prip Pree, or
Phetchaburi. Employing a qualitative research methodology, the study
collected data through documentary research and field investigations
utilizing interviews and participant observation, followed by analytical
processes leading to performance creation. The research findings reveal
that paper- punching is a distinctive artisanal craft originating from
Phetchaburi Province. The paper-punching technique integrates traditional
and contemporary patterns through two primary methods: "Lai Tid"

(pattern preservation), which maintains the pattern's shape while removing
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backeround or negative spaces, and "Lai Khad" (pattern extraction), which
removes the pattern while preserving the backeround or negative spaces.
The technigue predominantly features Thai patterns and twelve zodiac
motifs, traditionally used for decorating funeral urns and embellishing
ceremonial flags during merit-making events. The creative performance
"Tok Lai Silp Thin Phribphri® comprises six conceptual components:
1. Narrative Structure (divided into three phases): Phase 1: Paper-
punching equipment. Phase 2: Twelve Zodiac Dance. Phase 3: Paper-
punching artwork. Musical Composition: A hybrid of traditional Thai and
Western musical styles accompanying epic poem recitation. Makeup and
Hairstyling: Inspired by gold-leaf imagery against black paper backerounds.
Costume Design: Crafted according to twelve zodiac paper-punching
patterns. Performance Props: Authentic paper- punching instruments.
Choreography: Integrating traditional Thai dance movements with animal-
inspired gestures. The ultimate objective is to promote awareness and
celebrate the profound local wisdom of Phetchaburi Province.

Keywords: Creative dance Paper punching art Prib Pree Phetchaburi
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