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Prayers, Happiness and Mental Health of Thai Buddhists
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Abstract

This article aims to study and examine the relationships between demographic and
social factors, prayers, happiness, and mental health of Thai Buddhists. The study used
quantitative research and qualitative research. Quantitative data from a national survey in 2014
by the National Statistical Office are used. The samples are 30,997 Buddhists aged 15 years old

and over. The Logistic regression analysis is used in this study. Qualitative data were collected
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using an in-depth interview method among 29 cases who pray regularly. The quantitative results
found a positive and statistically significant correlation between prayers, happiness, and mental
health, controlling for socio-demographic variables. In addition, the prayer has a chance to be
happier and mentally healthy than those who do not pray. The qualitative reveals that praying
is mindfulness during prayer which brings them calmness and happiness. Finally, prayers are an
alternative activity to apply the benefits of prayers for happiness and mental health, and praying
is appropriate to everyone.

Keywords: Prayers, Happiness, Mental health, Buddhists
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waznMzauNMIRvRImsAmatnyulve a1y 15 Yauly domuauiladsdnuazmasznnsuardsay
WU H290g LA ADNUAINANTA SEFUNTANY LunTlagende nsfuinuiismeveseld uas
WOANITUNTAINNUATIANUENITUSAUANEY LaznzgunInin ag1editedAgyneada (p-value <
0.05) B3uElARE (11919 3)

NITEINUUANUAIUEY

\FloR913aA Adjusted OR WU Youseau (25-59 T) uagTegaeny (60 Biuly) Flonnad
sganuguifesninnguiogu (15-24 ) fitausauaziilanaziloniasinuguannningidunsie/
ve/uenia 1.396 uay 1.326 i mudsy uazquideuindiiausailomanziinnnuguannninauid
Tan (A1 Adjusted OR Qﬁama Wiy 1.396 waglanwiniu 1.326) Q’ﬁﬁmiﬁﬂmaxﬁuﬂ%iyzym%%uluﬁ
Temafiazfienuguannniauiiinsfinwsninszoudie 2 wih wagiunlduinoeiinnuguannningi
uMsAnnsERuisenLazszandnu TuFesnnuifismenvessield wui gisdnindneldifivame
un axillemadinnuguannnigidselalifiomeisussana 3 Wi (Adjusted OR=3.422) uagsiid
neldifiveidntosilenatinugunnnigidnelalifivme 1.6 wh Jsenananldinsiseld

Wiganaundu deuiilontanazdianuguuiniuiie wagd miuanuduiusveaduysnisainuudiu
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AuguNUIn Rmasdilomafiazdanuguannningilians lnedfimauuddulszdmnfunienn
dpsislenmatiozdanuguunnningilaildanuud Useann 2.0 i (@1 Adjusted OR = 1.988) uaz
Hienauudlangiuddymsmaniilonaiazinnrmauinnningdildldmennd Ussana 1.5 i
\Wuieafu (A Adjusted OR = 1.493) Ssenananldindiiarnuudvesass Bavinlsillentadiosd
mmqﬁummﬁu (®11979 3)

N3HINUUANUAILEUVNINIA

dlofiansand Adjusted OR Youssnu (25-59 T) uazfogeony (60 Fruly) fMonadesde
Hapmguamdnunnninnguisiu (15-24 T) Harsanaindn Adjusted OR vasiBusany uagiogiengi
tosnin 1) gudsdienaudesiotamauamdnunningue Sevar 15.6 (A1 Adjusted OR = 0.844)
fiiausauaziilanazilgunmdng uinndrgiidunsie/ven/wen (A1 Adjusted OR dfilausa wiriu
1.626 uaglaniviiiy 1.170 Wewfteuiunguénsds wie/me1/uen) Q’ﬁ%miﬁﬂmazﬁuﬁﬁgmmﬁﬂﬂ
wgunMind wnninaufiinisAnuidinitssauUszann 1.6 i (Adjusted OR= 1.569) uagdl
il hdifimsfinugeluasiunltugunindnfiuniude diodvoglunmauailomadosd
willymauaminunningiiendeegusniunmeauia 3ouaz 11.6 (1 Adjusted OR = 0.884) dufil
Sandilselsiemeninazaunming unnnigdisisieldlsifieanedie 6 i1 (Adjusted OR= 6.217)
waggRisolifemeidntosftiguaminduinnindidsieldlidiomedis 2 i1 (Adjusted OR=
1.997) Faenananldigifseldifomenniu donilenadiazdgunindnifuntudae uazdmiu

=

AnuduusvesfuUssamaudtumudsste Ty maunmdn wuin filanuudiloniadias
auandndunnigiliadn Tnegianuuddulszdmniuniennduamillonatiaziiguaining
unnndgitlalleanmuns Uszanas 2.0 wh (A1 Adjusted OR = 1.815) uazgfianmuusiians uddgymis
mawfslenaguamianuinnigilailfainund Uszuna 1.4 wdufeadu (@1 Adjusted OR =

1.363) (11319 3)

M1919 3 N1TBATILRANUFNRUTITNINNTAINUUA FRTLAUANNGY UaLNILFVNINTA LiTBAIUAN
UadednvaznisUsenng wiswghanazdany 19adf Binary logistic regression

AUEY MEgun I
o Adjusted  95% Cl of adjusted  Adjusted  95% Cl of adjusted
fiauusTums@nen
OR OR OR OR
Lower Upper Lower Upper
429919 (Nad1984: 15-24 T)
25-39 1 0.581* 0.513 0.659 0.550* 0.458 0.662
40-59 1 0.567* 0.500 0.643 0.676* 0.560 0.817
60-69 U 0.517* 0.451 0.594 0.735* 0.597 0.905
70 TJ‘ITTUIU 0.449* 0.388 0.520 0.691* 0.557 0.859
e (Nud1Bee)
N 1.017 0.965 1.071 0.844* 0.779 0.915
anunaNTE (NFud198e: e /ve/
wen)
Tan 1.326* 1.195 1.471 1.170* 1.009 1.357

dusd 1.396* 1.304 1.494 1.626* 1.475 1.791
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AANEY AEgIn IR
o ,, Adjusted  95% Cl of adjusted  Adjusted ~ 95% Cl of adjusted
audsTunisfinen
OR OR OR OR
Lower Upper Lower Upper

FTAUNSANE (NGuE9BY: AN Uszaufny)

Uszoufinw 1.043 0.981 1.110 1.029 0.937 1.129

Psoudnen 1.440* 1.332 1.556 1.350* 1.195 1.527

Usayey1eistuly 2.042*  1.831 2.277 1.569*  1.312 1.875
\aiagande (nguéneds: uenim
RIGIG)

Tuwaneauia 0.992 0.944 1.043 0.884* 0.819 0.955
A0 (NFugneda: lalviaw)

Y9 0.973 0.910 1.041 1.057 0.956 1.169
AMaLEaNaYaeTEld (nqud1ads: liiieans)

Wesmeldntey 1.605* 1.448 1.780 1.997* 1.773 2.250

LEINOUIN 3.422* 3.081 3.802 6.217* 5.445 7.099
nsanuud (Ngue1eds: lianuus)

HAINNUAUIU 9] afa 1.378* 1.227 1.546 1.198* 1.019 1.408

AN TUA A NISANELN 1.493% 1.332 1.674 1.363* 1.161 1.600

anuudnnIuvsenndUann 1.988%  1.767 2.236 1.815%  1.535 2.146

[y

MikUsngue9Beiian Adjusted Odd Ratio = 1, * edAgynisadnnseau < 0.05

FideliinsnuidananmsioiiiednuiuiunuasngAnssunsmesudvesaulnenasnau
Ustloviluazeniasdannismauudsdainai iUl fludinssiriuesimmuuddulss Saua
mﬁmwﬁsﬁaga@uﬁam (Content analysis) #U31 USUNNEIALLAL INLETTN JUKUUNTAIALLG
wazUszleviannisanuuivesseainvuiianuadieadsiulidiazdumeniongmsedsly
13 9 drunisinyselestvesnmsatnuudluldlutinvesUssmnsaiungu e wul danunainvane
maviunvesnediudisluusiasdasty fmeanBendeluil

1. UsunmsdenuuazSausssuiuanBudugnisainsud

| s

nisudugnsanuuivesilideyaianateuaznds uaznnngute fanudenlesiy
Fwunteilu 3 §7 fe

1.1 msldsumsugnilauazaenanainasaunia

nsanuudAldsumsUgnilinagdnenonanaseuniadauadeidin kunseurumaiFeuluay
Uszaunsalfifedesiuianssumamaununude anuasnsianauluaseuniaiiendeegiie
Juman

“Unfiusineuueusues engasmamaeuuay..erefang1d i liagiu wiaamsies..
1ea0e7 uazilinuuileagthe q sulmildisifyanu...ervaeuveninliusiunmse 1287599

el ”...(Joed) iwemdls 87g 22 U, Mauseunlide)
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sl . “ganroueuyn U viandausiin adne 9 fudmsuiseusuuuil” . (asvee taye o7
20 U, 1197448)

1.2 mamszﬁéﬂﬁ'zy,ﬁLﬁﬂ%ﬂuﬂhe%ﬁﬁ Sedatymiduingfivedin wu Jgmilunisvieu

=~ P
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fnafiuaseunid vilvaumadvunliismsmemndiduiiionda ieameanunnd wazaiis
AN LA

“Sounmnuiirniuadedenny Ussuna 10 Tiuaa Aaviaeia 9 idasuad Taens
difiisssu vvalaving dndadmnaseislavins udamsmnuusidunsing Tneilidosaugs
eogluioadlalaisndusoaniiin aamuusiiudls lidududouduiunselng”..(ues inand o7y
49 ¥, 17579719

“Sausmousiuenmaiy Aonydsuuyuimuyndisuduness dowhlinysuinvevesls
weriu doadudmmuvesios uasitugnaulade sxvheealshilsianaiu lisenlisunen ny
downidudinaely ... Aaeidonldisnisanug”... (Jose mevidls o7g 22 T, Mauseumlade)

“3AN T INUUH TV ﬁ%éwﬁ57@@/‘7@71’)777577[f775f}§ll7 ...mf;f.;um?’?’uu LTINS T NHIENNG
WSEoTIU Wizavavae”....0uas imangls 8¢ 70 T, 915190715U7179)
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AuduTusiuANLaY waznvaunInvemmsaainvulng wasliuwilduanuduiuslulufiania
Wwienfiu ageildedfymneadid (p-value < 0.05) TnsuSunnesdinunaz JausTsy JULUUNTEIALUA
warUsgleriannnmsainuudvesmseadnvulvefinnuadieadsiuliinsdunesondgwsedieie
g 9 luvagfinisihusslevivesnsaauudlUldianumanvaneauuiunvesnsdnidudinluus

v
v

aztnely Telsdliiuinmsanuud arwguarguamdsmiudarielostusgnedaau il

N1SEINUUANUAINEY

nansAnyIBsUSInamuIn fimauudflenaniaziinnuguinnningilian Inorfiaanuud
venads Bellonafiazdinnuguanniu Ssaonadestunantsnuidanmniniinud lvideyaran
naufeiianadfidensanuud \oimsmeuuddudsdamieuasiinuamsdnlavesimnuazii
ThiAnodasdunnuiedld Inonsaauudfianfomiuaine ailvdslasnde \Aaauduasiad
Tasasigludeilinszvhodreiimgnanazifugusssy vilmannuiandnladu dwalviAnainuge
awaunele uazaenadesiuuuAnvesafansenanansd wsvnded (u.U.l) Ananiidanuusdias
Fuguniseauuannsitades Milvfladuaziinnnuidnauiela Tdnasuwasiinlgaauluiae
uenndinnnsinyinssauzFesauguludgeny: nadiAnwdutevesinmi wuih deuuoulgeeny
sfazaauud lninsgnnau nsizdeUftaudwiliiAnanuguuazawaswngluiale (5saiand
lyely, 2555) WwwRgaiunisfinwiuszaunisalnisasnuudvesiUisuzSadaodunisfnunda
Usingnisalieweaeaind fudiy uazang (2562) AnuihnmsaeuuddunsufiRnieldanuie
WaYALASYS) NansEInLuiTisduaSunsuundu iaslaasuduaund iliandAnniauan uay
sliAndndslivouiuaziAnarugundlald (andd Sudy wazame, 2562) uenainiilnuidy
AeUszna 1y ATevesssmaad U 2008 MinisAnwinnuduiusseninsnisaiasudiy
AR ANUT e S1uau 131 A wawui Msmnuuslieuduiudiuaniugy Tasanud
YaansEaNuAdiauduiusiuauaulufianiauin sgreditedidgnisada (Robbins et al, 2008)
LA91I8UD9 Maltby et al., 2008 ‘171ﬁmsnmmé’uﬂ’uéssmwmﬁmmmﬁﬁum’majm%aé’mié’a Taely
LurAan1sLUAsuANAALaENgANTTY (cognitive-behavioral framework) Tungudiaeg1aduau
173 AU #AN1TANYINUIT NI5UITIUATNTIUNAIEUT NITHNANIT Usvaunisainisainuua
Suflanuduiusiuauaudednide Tnslangnsiinauns Ussaunisainisanuud anudves
nsanuus 1usulsiidwalnonss (unique variance) s UIANAVTIENIFY (Maltby et al,,
2008) Wudu naddodanandrsatuayudodunuannisiinsgianuduiusiiin nsanuudidy
Aonssuvileivilriamninauiglauazanuguldifuegem

N1FAINUUANUNIILEUNINIA

imenudilemasziiguamiafunnniigiliainuud Tnegfiaiasudiulszdmniunie
ynduniilenaiivsiiquainied winnidildlfanuuivioanuiu 4 ads Tnorainnisdng
auamlFlidunginssumsmauuivosanitvasanuudinlaazaadoivunan auowslaon
Tuselifindadosfiogvinlilaiavgla shlsifanensuniiounans SnitsaudfiAntuainnisainuud
fustloviluwinsiwwavninds i lianudalulunisuinuaganuAnainassd aunsonluay
o15ualléid 1Wasunsnseiineunsgendiiduauiiladuiiesgluaniunisalifaeioaviesinim

'
o & a o

Anniva Fsdeyaiinanutuduuniluesdussneuiidrfyivsibiausdiaunindana (edie
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gela, 2558) denndasiunanisanyIn1sidlusunsuduaTuauAMEEIe1IgnUnanIanms idiase

1%

FUNNTINNAVOINEIDTY VOIFAYT LUATIY UaETUHINT 5519350 (2562) Ainudnnisidlusunsy

3
1% o

NSANESHAVANEEIDIEMUNANIENmE Menisainuudlninseauaiien1sldlusunsuvililidgeens
fanlafiavte as Inlafunadunds dwadogunmdniidvesigeengld GRen wnses uaziuging
§5199500, 2562) usnnidinan1Sifefmaasafertunsmnuudiinui mmauudasatin
AmnuAnndnatazanumgnmedsiyyalufiisussaduald lnoazuuuadseaianfnaves

o w

HUIERDUAINNUA F9NTIAZRULRREVRIEINNUAT AN URE 1T TEd Ayeadid (wsiing Ynwe

<

L Ag ]

wagfingn walanil, 2555) waganuanisaiiulasinisguagtiemulninain ssausRmndin dnds
Wuuds veslsameuaamuasasud firsnilasinsfediiedaneded 2 ssoznismeass szezusn
(2 \fow) Tevn 23 Ay wamsAnvinudt fuaefidisaildasuit 7 Suias 21 Su Ssvduazuuuiade
YDIAUNIANNIIIgey I8 wazauiduudslunisuedlaniuudd asndineudnsulasinis wagsvey
7l 2 (9 o) Fftheidsaudway 150 au manisAnwinudn nnsiddlasanisvinliialea
liflstnu Andudosay 833 $Andeunasauisla Andudesay 72 uazdovar 56.6 Tau1dundu
(Aaay1 wAman, 2550) YeNINLIUITeAeUsEImA 104 Dehghani et al. 2012 AFnwINa0IN1S
amnuudtUsERUmNAnalavesinfgnduueise nud nquusifisnuudliesuuuedsvessrAumL

o w a

fnalatiosninnguitlailsaums egadidoddymisaiinsesiv 0.001 Fauandiifuinmsaauudiag
anszdumNinaviennumndlalunguusifisigniieselsaugziidld (Dehghani et al, 2012) donnded
funsAnyuesumine1ds South eastern Tulsgmaanigawiniiidesnisfnuinisanuuditiean
szAuANUATEAEnlakaznesinmelivseli tnevinsdnwlunquindnwseAuuSayaes 9w
111 au Tnsuvady 3 ngu Aenguitanuus nauiiyaaglviiidslanuies (Encouraging self-talk) uag
nguAIUAN HaMsANwIMUIN nguitanuuduagnduiinanelifidslonuies Ussiiunnuieioaves
AuesEAzILLTiININGuMAaBs wazkansTneuiudenvesnguiiaamndnudt faududen
nhngunaaes Ssanisfnwuandifiuinduiimeuuiidetdfiershlmasanumeadeatosniings
A1UAY (Belding et al, 2010) waraTNnsAnwUslevtivaanmsmmudtonraTIEuLNE0 e
Andersson (2008) #ifinu g Uass1uau 118 Au fiinzduuaniEess nanudn nsaanudd
auduiuslufianemssfuimiuanizanuduiindeds seduasuuuauinauszauduinii
oeilfodfgdoddynieada Woaruauduusiiieafosdu 9 (Andersson, 2008) fehuFeranan
ladnsanuuduenanazislinusuinaugukarauauielaudd dulldiuteligainuudd

' v
a a o

qunnAnnfvule Fennnuduiussznininisaauud duaugy anvauiglawasn1siigunmIniai
fanuduiuslulufienafediuivun

daauauue

Forauauuziinly

wamsfnwluunanuilfiandiifiuin mstaaugalagldnnuien (Global question)
Fudueieaflofiduiivensuluszduana Aunmsiannzguaminlaeied esleingunminvesnulne
thu Wnansiamesifidunluasdifionduaiientu Tneffmmudilonafionfinmug A
aviela wazdguamdnfiduinnigiliain nsarnuuddsfeifuianssumadenuuziing
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