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The Effects of Using Token Economy and Visual Strategies

on Hyperactive Behaviors of Preschool Students with Autism
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Abstract

This research was conducted to study and compare the effects of using token economy
and visual strategies on hyperactive behaviors of preschool students with autism at the Special
Education Center in Phetchabun Province. 3 students with autism who exhibited hyperactive
behaviors during classroom activities were purposively selected as the sample of this study.

Lesson plans that integrated the use of token economy and visual strategies, token economy
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and visual strategies were employed as experimental tools whereas a Behavioral Record Form
was used to collect the data. Single subject research with ABAB design was employed, dividing
the experiment into 4 phases: Phase 1 (A1) Baseline period, the researcher observed and
recorded the students’ hyperactive behaviors. Phase 2 Treatment period (B1), the researcher
organized activities according to the IIPs. Phase 3 Observation period (A2), the students’
behaviors were observed and recorded without any treatment, and Phase 4 (B2) Repeated
treatment period, the researcher organized activities according to the IIPs and the students’
behaviors were observed and recorded. The results indicated that, after being taught with the
[IPs, 2 out of 3 students exhibited hyperactive behaviors at a satisfied level while 1 student
exhibited the behaviors at a fair level. In addition, when percentage was calculated, it was found
that, after being taught with the token economy and visual strategies, the 3 students exhibited
lower hyperactive behaviors at 22.69 percent, 15.4 percent and 30 percent, respectively.

Keywords: Students with autism, Token economy, Visual strategies, Hyperactive behaviors
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