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Abstract

The study of community participation in justice management to prevent and solve recidivism
problems of ex-convicts: a case study of upper southern provinces aimed to 1) study and analyze
problems about the recidivism of the ex- convicts 2) study and analyze community participation
appropriate for preventing recidivism, and 3) recommend the guidelines of community participation that
is effective and appropriate for preventing recidivism of the ex-convicts. This study was qualitative research
depending on in-depth interviews and focus groups from the key informants meanwhile research tools
were the forms of in-depth interviews and focus groups. After the accuracy of the data was validated, it
was then analyzed through content analysis. According to research findings, it was found that: 1) according
to the problem of recidivism of the ex-convicts and the obstacles of the community in preventing
recidivism in the areas of upper southern provinces of Thailand, it was indicated that the upper southern
provinces with the highest recidivism are Nakhon Si Thammarat with 200 offenders, Surat Thani with 134
offenders, Phuket with 104 offenders, and Furthermore, there were 587 ex-convicts who committed
recidivism from the year 2015 t0 2019, as for recidivism, there were 587 offenders caused by personal
factors of the ex- convicts, such as mental problem, family and environment background
(accommodation), feeling worthless, and unfavorable community condition forcing to a group of
ex-convicts to become recidivists again, and also legal factors and justice procedures. The ex-convicts
have no rights to make career since the law prescribes prohibited characteristics in occupation or works
of those who used to be sentenced in imprisonment, such as Lawyers Act, B.E. 2528, Civil Service Act,
B.E. 2551, Health Business Establishments Act, B.E. 2559, Section 13, and other 25 acts that restrict the
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rights of those sentenced convicts, 2) community participation appropriate for preventing recidivism
indicated that that it is necessary to have the guidelines of commmunity participation composing of adjusting
the laws, building knowledge and understanding about the ex-convicts, making public relation media,
initiating the projects, promoting family participation (relatives of the ex-convicts) using the middleman for
mediation, setting the committee to nominate the senior representatives of community who were
accepted from community, who were disciplined and passed religious principles, and 3) according to the
guidelines in community participation that is effective and appropriate for preventing recidivism of the ex-
convicts, since some areas or communities have different participation, the formats of community
participation should be chosen to suit the context of community and locality in order to make it efficient
in preventing and solving the problems of recidivism of the ex-convicts further and there are
recommendations, especially in terms of the law. There should be amendments to the law that
prescribes qualifications prohibiting inmates, occupation, or deleting the criminal record of the acquitted
inmates within a set period of time failure to commit crimes within the specified time period is an
opportunity for a better life. When these acquitted are able to make a living to eam money for themselves
and not retumn to commit the same offense again, making society is safe because the acquitted have a
career and do not want to go back to prison again.

Keywords: Participation, Recidivism, Ex-convicts, Upper Southem Provinces
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