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The Development of English Speaking Skills of Grade 1
Students through the Natural Approach
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the level of speaking skills of
Grade 1 students after learning through the natural approach, compare the
speaking skills before and after the learning activities, and examine the level of
students’ satisfaction towards learning activities. The subjects were 40 Grade 1
students of Padoongrat School, Muang, Phitsanulok in the first semester of the
2015 academic year. The results showed that the level of speaking skills of the
students after learning through the natural approach was good, with the
percentage of 75.63. As for the comparison the speaking skills before and after the
learning activities, it was found that the average pretest score was 41.48 and the
average posttest score was 90.75 respectively, indicating that the posttest score
was significantly higher than that of the pretest at the .01 level. In addition, the
students’ highest levels of satisfaction towards the learning activities were on the
test towards techniques used in the learning activities and the lowest level was on

the conversation activity practice.

Keywords: Level of speaking ability skills, Learning through the natural approach
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