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An Analysis of Beliefs in Vietnamese Folktales
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the beliefs in 100 Vietnamese folktales
collected in Tran Truong Minh’s book named “100 Vietnamese folktales” and published by
the Literature Publishing House of Vietnam in 2012. The findings were as follows: a belief in

magic was found to exist in the greatest number with 54 tales. Belief in scared items appeared
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in 31 tales. A belief in magical objects appeared in 18 others. A belief in magical animals
appeared in 16 and a belief in magical people appeared in 2. Other beliefs included belief in
the transformation or incarnation. This appeared in 16 tales. Beliefs in good deeds deserve
good outcomes and bad deeds deserve bad outcomes appeared in 13 others. A belief in
ghosts and revenants appeared in 7 tales and a belief in dreams appeared in 7. Less common
beliefs were those related to the history of plants which appeared in 2 tales. There were 16
other tales that did not reflect any beliefs.

The analysis of the beliefs in Vietnamese folktales provides the opportunity to learn
about the belief system of the Vietnamese people as well as to gain insights into the way of
life of a society and the need for social role models. Reflects the important role of the
folktales have played in transmitting the Vietnamese way of life from generation to generation.

Keywords: Vietnamese folktales, beliefs
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(Tran Truong Minh, 2012, trang 183)
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(Tran Trudng Minh, 2012, trang 456)
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Ngay xua dat nudc bi loai quy chiém doat.
Neudi chi dugc an nha & dau va lam ré
rudng dat clia quy. Neudi mudén lam diéu gi
déu phdi chd énh cla quy. C6 miéng
ngon, ngudi phai biéu quy trudc. Quy déi
vGi ngudi ngay cang téi té. Mdi nam ching
lai tang gdp doi, gdp ba s& cla cai ngudi
phai cong nap. Cudi cung chung bat ngudi
phai chdp nhan thé (& do chua quy dat ra
l&: “An ngon cho g6¢”...

(Tran Trusng Minh, 2012, trang 34)
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MEILAUIN LLﬂaL{JUQWHW‘lVI‘EJ

..Mot dém, trong gisc ngli Tu Uyén mo thay co ...Aunils Tuanuiluesdiodou wndiumen
mot vi than hién ra va bao vai chang sang mai hay  vuniialsing@rdukazuaniuidn v

v
U 1= o £%

dén cau Dong, chang sé biét tin vé ngudi con gai  IUTIVURNIASNIUALIUDDN walazleang
doé. Hom sau, nhé lai gidc mo dém qua, Tu Uyén \Aefuanas AUty ’?usq'ﬂs?j’;wjl,a%u%‘uiﬂﬁ
voi di dén cau Pong. Chang di mai mdi gap mot dzuiiy LLagﬁQﬁmﬁuwmwﬁuﬁm%mm%@
6ng gia ban tranh, 6ng gia mdi chang mua Mot  AMNAINY A il Lﬁ'alﬂmumlﬁmﬁlﬁugﬂ
buc tranh T6 No.  Khi Tu Uyén md ra thi thay YesEMEIEALL LT ouasloTuILTING
hinh dang nguai T& N trong tranh giéng hét ngudi  LHBIUDY...

con gai ma minh dang ngong dgi. Chang lién mua

buc tranh do dem vé nha treo & canh giudng...

(Tran Trudng Minh, 2012, trang 228)
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..CU gid bi troi dan t6i phoi tran bo mat ..ungnungnindd uagnundalulimndaidnula

I3

gian &c, tham lam hai ban, n6 da phai ivlunihidneasi lan uagweuriniegdu ungni
nhan hinh phat thich dane. Mat cu ti neay  l§ulneiituasialfegnsana awnﬁumwmaauﬂngﬂgﬂ
dy vang ke vi bi dong dinh, c& bi bé nén maﬂmguLﬁﬁwﬁmﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬁmﬁawﬁu andnAoinds
luc nao caing bi lech. Vi xdu hé véi ban be  1BganagAlIan ungn 'ej”ummﬁaue] F9ldindneanun
nén Cu khong dam di kiém &n ban ngay...  AumdUNAINIU...

(Tran Trudng Minh, 2012, trang 444)
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4.2 AatoLaeinaled vidnladanuludniuiudiudsauindiuiu 8 1393 Ae fauiukan
e Aungiiles ngemne deveauaryIeRenszan InuAWALIDUUIEAIY AUAELAINY doI818WaIU
) a a Sy A v a =
Autanniiay veafieundesruliie waysyHany

fegiivsngauidieisesiilagd vdalada suusenusadusewesmeminauniled
gAY AsamdnnIngneeiiedismieTIndmae wildussnuiudimgs duuignassau

nalnupeinanli3alasulnyegmsuiuani ddeanuiusingluses dall

AMILAUI LLU@L%UQ’]UWVLWEJ

.Vua truyén lénh bt ¢i me con Ly Thong, va ..nn3sliuanuesiansanieniiesnduadine
giao cho Thach Sanh dugc toan quyén xU dinh.  wiignaesaunalng uanugslimnwindudnu
Thach Sanh thuong tinh, cho hai me con Ly ¥uwAu sewinsnsdnunnutinuin o
Théng tré vé lang i, nhung doc dusng hai me  Tnutiwndedin ndaaniundmssliuanues
con gdp tran mua dong va ca hai déu bi sét @usafunsesaLalnlansessivdfeann
danh chét. Lién sau do, vua cho Thach Sanh két  Wsgs1%1...

hon cung cong chua... Vua lién lam & nhudng

ngdi cho Thach Sanh...

(Tran Truong Minh, 2012, trang 186)
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5. Auidedesnisnangsnauasviiensiinds vuneds msnanesraayviienisidndaduldets
d0d  Aeunu Wy wagluguuuusia muidedosnsnansuarviemsindsiiannsariliiduan
IFagnediaauin audsauunden doaumseteiiviasens wiensunu wanweznatesadudn’
vaoalifidin wiadhd mnudedesnsnaneaarniensidrdmuludnuiuiuiseuy
U 16 L%‘I@ﬁ aansawuaduy 2 Uszan e

5.1 anudeiFesnmanaeisunngegluinuiutudsnuuisiua 15 Fes léun
FuuYanandne ibamesd duuunaInn fuuunian ﬁwuwuuﬂﬁaqa AU ud Uz e fuu
un “tdudnalnn” wazun “Oalndeslng” futuiteies dutudveulny waRuLazuaiiy
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AwuaNelififiuuy duununng dnuieuiiuniedy weled wagduiunlseddeuayana
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Jaei MnATIEBITaINIsNAeTIEINTaRUdld 3 Usean laun anuleisesnsnanesiadudnd
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wilwhwane3sielignifewne Wegnifewneinateduun Tdeanufiusingluses dall
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DO qua, N6 cam bat cat chay khip noi va ..wfiaunnisdedrenseiuicluides q uavdes
kéu lén: “Bé dugng ail Bat cat qua cal Bat cat Fun1d1 “woldeedn Srafanndnan Samfn
qua ca”. Nhung tiéng kéu ctia né chi lam cho  andiin” (hensegnuzde) uidsssadlivesen
méy con chim rung giat minh bay len. Réi ¥inl#manunanladsiuduly anndudnuied
thang bé chét, hoa thanh chim da da, Wwon  @edinlunareiduunmian uariesdrin “drnfin
kéu lén nhing tiéng: “Bat cat qua cal Bat cat  »ni1n” Lawee...

qua ca”...

(Tran Trudng Minh, 2012, trang 86)

INTDAUT NAULAAIDIAMUTBITDINTNANT 1T UFRITUA N LT anawalAbanatetu

YNYIANLTIDIIUNAINN



TsasuyweAansuardnumans Uadining1ds winivendesudgiiyaasesiy | 111

Uil 12 atiufl 1 unen-Tiquieu 2561

5.2 anugeisesnsindsngeglulinuiutiudsauuddnuig 1158 As duuled
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desoaunawweann lwsizann iliaaeauniaiasn uwiwieiufsannuaudailiniedidvle

wighdmmendudndiuiugaauda Iveaununngluizes Al

MEILAUIL LLﬂaL{JUQWHW‘lVI‘EJ

..Hat xong, chang nhay xudng song tu van. Po & ...Seanasaiauds 3esdnsylaninandane

= v

cau hat cudi cung trong déi chang. Truong Chi  \Ae4T0NAINUADLAEITDUNAIEATNEVDIY

P

chét, nhung hén chang nhap vao cay ¢d bach 1H8i3893n18 Jaysyruveuyddaiusuga

dan... ausanaueaglu...

Y

(Tran Truong Minh, 2012, trang 111)
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6. mnudedonnstuauiuinvesiiviusineg wnefls fuvesiviudingg anude
Aeafumnuduinesiiniugeing Sasnsomlidunmldossdaauin audsnuudeifviuges

fivesunuionun uardeusngeglutagiu anudeieiiuanuduinvesiiviugaeg wuludnu
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MEILAUN LLUaLﬂuﬁ’]HWlV}U

.Hai v chéng ké lai cach lam sinh s6ng lam ..ganilnssenaiesvhumivlusiaaniioglu
n ctia minh trong mdy nam qua & vang rung  Ulsigthudls wagwinweudadinissuan
no va dua cho moi ngudi nhing hat vang lam  Tvinaudan %nﬁmﬁuasuauqm@imﬁmiaﬂaﬁﬁ
gidng. Moi ngusi cam on hai v chong t6t bung  rewdels gnathuasiienmsiuunuiias Audn
da gap may tim dugc loai hat vang an thay rau Tuih Luﬁmﬁmé‘aaﬁuﬁamﬁwﬁnlfdﬁaﬂ

rung lai con &y dugc ¢idng cho mMoi Ngudi

cung trong. Hat vang dé chinh la hat lua ngay

nay.

(Tran Truong Minh, 2012, trang 130)
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