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Abstract

This research is aimed at studying the characteristics, statuses and roles of four main
characters: Phra TangSamJang, Heng Jia, Tue Poi Kai and Sua Jung in the cartoon version of
SAIYU by KAI BEN.

The study of the main characters shows that

1. Phra TangSamJang is a human, male, who becomes a monk and dresses as a priest
and always keeps his commandments. He is a kind, patient, weak and coward.

2. Heng lJia is a magic monkey, with ordinary appearance as a monkey. He can
become the other images when using magic. As for the ornaments, Heng wants to be like a
human so he dresses like a human. After he has masgic, he wears a pair of shoes made of lotus
root, a golden armor, a golden crown, and a pair of velvet wings. Besides, he owns a golden
cudgel. After becoming the follower of Phra Tang, he wears fur made of tiger skin and a

golden hoop. He is brave, naughty, clever, impatient, roguish and confident.
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3. Tue Poi Kai is a pig monster with a pig head but human’s body. Hos weapon is a
sharp rake. He’s lewd, greedy, lazy, and jealous.

4. Sua Jung used to live under the water, and he is an ugly monster with long hair and
red eyes. He has a necklace with nine skulls. Sua is grateful and understanding.

Study on the statuses and roles of the main characters shows that

1. Phra Tang has original status and role when he was born, such as being a grandson
who should help and take care of his grandmother, and a son who should be grateful to his
parents. And the status and role after he was born, for example, as a monk, he is to spread
religion and keeps monk's principle; as a leader seeking for scriptures, he is to educate his
followers to be better.

2. Heng’s original status and role were not like that when he was born, but he has
status and role after he was born. As the leader of monkeys, he takes care and protects other
monkeys. His job in heaven is to take care of the horses and pitch garden. As a Buddhist
looking for scriptures, Heng has two statuses, such as being a disciple of Phra Tang who
protects, helps, takes care and listens to Phra Tang; and being the leader of the disciples who
takes care and protects the disciples.

3. Tue has original status and role when he was born. As a child, he takes care of his
mother, but he does not abide by the rule of his status and role. After being a Buddhist, Tue
has two duties. One is being the disciple of Phra Tang who protects and takes care of Phra
Tang; the second is being the disciple of Heng helping and listening to Heng.

4. The original status and role of Sua when he was born: he is a water monster who
does not follow his role and duty. The status and role of Sua after he was born: when being a
Buddhist, Sua has two duties. As the disciple of Phra Tang whom he protects and takes care
of; as the disciple of Heng whom he helps and listens to. Of the four main characters, only
Phra Tang can comply with all of his duties. Heng Jia, Tue Poi Kai and Sua Jung comply with
some of the duties.

The characters, statuses and roles of four main characters in the cartoon version of
SAIYU by KAI BEN are not only to entertain readers but also to give them some ideas that can
be used in life.

Keywords: SAIYU, main characters, characteristic, status, role
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