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Abstract

This study is about the political representation of ethnic minority groups. It’s objective is to examine how
ethnic minority groups are represented in their respective parliamentary democratic systems focusing the ethnic
Malay-Muslims in southem Thailand and the ethnic Thai Buddhists in northem Malaysia as our field work. This
thesis explores qualitatively the political representation of these minority groups using seven independent
variables such as liberalization of a system, globalization of communication, styles of leadership, knowledge of
religion, better standards of living, better education, and attitude change. And, the dependent variable is “political
representation in their community.” It aims to discover some probable values which might be connected with
the political representation of these two ethnic groups. The secondary data are from documents concemed and
the primary data from our interviews and structured questionnaires that involved 60 respondents: 30 from ethnic
Malay-Muslims in Pattani and Narathiwat (southern Thailand) and 30 from ethnic Thai Buddhists in Kelantan and
Kedah (northem Malaysia). Al the answers from respondents were analyzed in the forms of frequendies and
percentages obtained from the relations between independent variables and the dependent variable. The
biggest percentage in the results from these seven independent variables will be the most probable value that
can clarify the question of how ethnic minority groups are represented in their communities. This study has found
that liberal leadership and better education are the most probable values that concem the political
representation of the ethnic Malay-Muslims in southem Thailand and the ethnic Thai Buddhists in northem
Malaysia. It is also found that the strategy of ethnic minority representation depends on the reactions by the
dominant powers towards their ethnic minority groups. It is clearly seen that the Thai Buddhists in northem
Malaysia were never supportive of radicalization because Malaysian government has never used forced policies
to control the ethnic minority group. Regarding the other variables used in the thesis, the study found that there
were obvious differences in the perceptions of the respondents from the two ethnic minority groups studied.

Keyword: Ethnic Representation, Liberal Leadership and Better Education,Reaction,Reaction by
Dominant Powers
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