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Maturote Patship City Naming in Kanto of Japan: Structure and Meaning

Abstract

Ontology or the names of cities in each country all represent the meanings
that are related to geographic features. This article is aimed at describing the
structures and meanings of the names of cities in the Kanto region, which is
located on the eastern part of Japan. Data used in this study are the names of
cities collected in electronic databases of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan.
Names of a total of 203 cities are analyzed to determine the word structure and
to study the meanings of words forming the city names. The result reveals that
the names of cities in the Kanto region consist of one to four words. The largest
number of the cities, 149 out of 203 cities studied, consists of two words,
followed by those having three-word names (36 cities). There are 11 cities
whose names are made up of two words and only seven cities have one-word
names. The findings reflect linguistic culture of Japan in naming the country’s
cities. Moreover, the study shows geographic features and value conferred on

things through the names given to the cities of Japan.
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