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Abstract

This article reviewed the discourses about Tai Yuan ethnic group under
conceptual frameworks of history, anthropology and population genetics. It was
found that Tai Yuan was a discourse that meant the majority group of the state
of Yonok and the Kingdom of Lanna in the past. However, based on historical
traces and genetic evidences, it was indicated that the Tai Yuan had ancestors
related to Tai people group settling down in the southern area of China.
The latter moved further south into the lowland areas of the Kok River and
settled down there with indigenous people since pre-historic age, and then they
moved further south-west into settlements scattered around valley plain areas
in the north of Thailand. Genetic characters of the Tai Yuan were close to those
of the Tai Lu and indigenous people groups in the north of Thailand who spoke
languages belonging to Mon-Khmer language family. It was hence presumed
that there were interactions between people groups and subsequently their
acculturation such that those groups became the Tai Yuan. Therefore, Tai Yuan
ethnicity resulted from social expressivity of people groups who had mutual
social awareness under the context of mutual custom and culture, or mutual
kin and ethnicity relationship without being strictly and exclusively descended

from Tai ethnicity.
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