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Abstract

Chinese people have strong belief in having auspicious names; this
includes names of places and provincial cities in China. This article aims to
provide explanation for origins of auspicious names of cities in western China.
The samples include 94 city names from 11 provinces. The auspicious names
can be categorized into 10 groups: (1) auspicious meaning, (2) avoidance of
inauspiciousness, (3) geography, (4) direction, (5) places, (6) people or group
of people, (7) animals or plants, (8) governance, (9) legends or tales, and (10)
names derived from foreign languages. Nonetheless, some city names come
from many different origins which also have close relation with the structure of
the city.

The result of the study reflects Chinese strong belief in auspicious names
for Chinese people pay a lot of attention to the meaning and the origin of the
names. Moreover, some city names are derived from foreign languages; this
reflects diversity of local people living in the western region of the country. Some
names are originated from local ethnic groups which have been residing in the
region and speak the languages such as Tibetan, Uyghur, Mongolian, and

Zhuang.

Keywords: Place name, City name, Chinese, Western region of China
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