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Language Using in Districts Naming of Northeastern Thailand
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Language Using in Districts Naming
wathanya lekun and Rattana Chanthao of Northeastern Thailand

Abstract

Place name can display the communities’ history and geography,
so can district name. Therefore, this qualitative research article aims to explain
the language used for naming districts in the northeast region of Thailand.
306 district names from 20 provinces are collected and analyzed. The concept
of “Place name” is applied. The results are found that there are 3 languages
which are used for naming districts: Isan, Pali-Sanskrit, and Cambodian. There
are 2 forms of district names: the monolingual names and the bilingual names.
The monolingual names are mostly found; there are 240 names in total. As for
bilingual names, there are 66 names. The languages which appear in district
names reflect in part of the characteristic of people in each area of northeast
region. Most of district names in Surin, Burirum, and Srisaket provinces are
Pali-Sanskrit and Cambodian because people who live there are Cambodian.

As for other areas, it is found that Isan language is mostly used.
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