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Fruit Orchard Entrepreneurs
Mana Nakham and Somchai Phatharathananunth of the Mae Klong River Basin

Abstract

Community of practices of orchard farmers have learned on ecology of
Mae Klong river basin, accumulated and passed on their knowledge about
water management and ridging fruit orchard development to their children by
closed working in their fruit orchards. For example, there is the maintenance of
their fruit orchards for producing unique fruits by hiring local skilled labours to
work in their fruit orchards, and planning for fruit productions according to the
market need, and some of them work on processing and collecting fruits to sale
in the market, etc. The orchard farmers, therefore, take action of ‘entrepreneur’
for a long time. They have abilities to face with capitalism by maintenance their
identity of orchard farmer communities until now in the midst of industrial
capitalism development surrounded the Mae Klong watershed. However,
orchard farmers have to learn and establish their relation networks with the
market and adapt to capitalism systems. That makes them face risks by

negotiating with the market systems all the time.

Keywords: orchard farmer communities in the Mae Klong River Basin, rural

entrepreneurs
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Mana Nakham and Somchai Phatharathananunth

Fruit Orchard Entrepreneurs
of the Mae Klong River Basin
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