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Abstract

This research aimed to study of the roles of Dhammayut Sangha and
the relationship with kings in Northeastern Precints (Isan), in order to monitor
the state power in monarchical system during King Rama Il and IV periods.
This research paid attention to an approach on data collection and analysis in
qualitative methods. Data collection has gathered from the primary resources,
fieldwork, and interviews within the research areas of Ubonratchathani and
Sakon Nakhon Provinces. The sampling groups are the monks and scholars
who are Buddhism specialties.

The research result found that during the reign of King Rama Ill, Phra
Vachirayana Bhikkhu (later to be King Rama V) gathered Isan monks to
participate in 4 important parts which are 1) Education, 2) Religion, 3) Social
Welfare, and 4) the Social transformation of Isan region. The development of
Isan region has been pushed through the central policies including the financial
and power supports. However, these movements to transform Isan Social
Structure created the conflict between local people and monks. The new
introduction of social transformation has an impact for the Isan monks to adapt
and adjust their roles to be a representative of the state. The role of monastery
symbol was transformed to be an official administration for the central
government, and the monks became the state officers respectively. This
phenomenon has shaped and moved Isan Society to adapt themselves to a
new pattern of the centralization policy from the central government in the new

discourse of modern developments

Keywords : Role, Dhammayut Monks, Reformation, State Apparatus
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