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ABSTRACT

The objective of this article is to compare the meaning of kanji characters
of Japan and Chinese characters by choosing only the pairs of Japan’s kaniji
characters and simplified Chinese characters that have similar written forms
based primarily on the meanings of the kanji characters. Ninety-eight Japan’s
kanji characters are taken from the book entitled

W4 H AGE: Shokyuu Nihongo and the meanings compiled in
Thiarachai lamworametha’s Thai-Chinese dictionary (2008) and Kodansha'’s
Compact Kanji Guide in the Thai version (2002) are used for the comparison.

The findings indicate that a comparison of meanings in dictionaries
yields three results: same meanings, different meanings, and widened meanings
where the meanings of Chinese characters are wider than those of Japan’s
Kanji characters. The comparison of meanings of Chinese characters and those
of Japan'’s Kanji characters shows that there are six pairs, representing 6.12%,
having the same meanings, one pair or 1.02% with different meanings, and 91
pairs or 92.86% with widened meanings. With regard to those Chinese
characters whose meanings are wider than their Japan’s Kanji counterparts,
there are two types of widening: meaning and function. In term of meaning,
they can be further classified into three categories: (1) 59 pairs with the
widening of meanings, which account for the largest number, (2) 25 pairs that
have social meanings, and (3) five pairs that have historical meanings. In term
of function, they can be further classified into four categories: (1) 54 pairs that
are used as family names, (2) 28 pairs that are used as symbols, (3) 21 pairs
that are used as grammatical words, and (4) three pairs that are used for
specific meanings. One Chinese character can be classified into more than one

category since one Chinese character has more than one meaning. It can be
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seen that differences in social and cultural contexts cause Chinese characters
to have widened meanings; thus, Chinese characters’ meanings are wider than

those of Japan’s kanji characters.

Keywords: Chinese character, Kanji character, meaning, widening of meaning
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