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The Proposed Guidance for Tonal Transcription from Burmese to Thai:

Tanintorn Limpisiri et al. An Acoustic-phonetic Comparison Study

Abstract

The objective of this study is to offer the guidance on the transcription
from Burmese tones to Thai tones by the comparison of the tone shape through
the use of acoustic phonetic approach.

The results show that the high tone in Burmese has the tone shape,
which is closest to the mid tone in Thai. The low tone in Burmese, however, has
the tone shape, which is closest to the low tone in Thai. The creaky and killed
tones in Burmese have the tone shapes, which are closest to the high-falling
tone in the case of dead short syllable in Thai. Tonal transcription of Burmese
language would therefore provide the sound basis for Thai transcription.
Following the results, we propose the high tone in Burmese transcribed to the
mid tone in Thai, the low tone in Burmese transcribed to the low tone in Thai,
and the creaky and killed tones in Burmese transcribed to the high-falling tone

in the case of dead short syllable in Thai.

Keywords: Tones shape, Burmese tones, Thai tones, Transcription, Acoustic

phonetics
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